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%, been the Lot of all the faith- 
% Followers of our Dear Lord Fe- 
Wl /is Chriſt, to be hated, and reoled 


Por Preaching his holy Goſpel ; and 
maintaining, and defending bis 
precious Truths : And ſure J am, that pious 
Soul, the Reverend Mr, Whitefield, was not 
one of the leaſt Inſtances of it, How did tbeſe 
he called bis Brethren, the Clergy, endeavour 
all in their Power, to hinder his Uſefulneſs in 
this Nation ; and poured all the Contempt they 
could on him for his pious Zeal ſhewn to many 
Thouſands of poor ignorant Creatures, that 
knew nothing of that important Work of Rege- 
neration ; but falſly imagined, that by the Ce- 
remony at the Font, Infants were made Mem- 
bers of Chriſt, Children of God, and Inhe- 
ritors of the Kingdom = Heaven: A Ne- 
; 2 tun 
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tion as. fully ridiculous, as it is dangerous; 
and deſtructive to the Salvation of Proteſtants, 
as are thoſe abſurd Notions of Confeſſion to, 
and Abſolution from a Prieſt, among the Ro- 
maniſts, But My. Whitefield told them truly, 
that If they were not regenerated by the Spi- 
rit of Chriſt in their Souls, and ſo made New 
Creatures, they were but baptized Heathens ; 
and ſo living and dying could not go to Hea- 
ven, He further told them, If they could be 
carry'd up into that bleſſed Place in an unre- 
generate State, it would be an Hell to them ; 
their Souls not being made holy here, they 
could not endure the Holineſs there. 
This was faithful Dealing: This was unde- 
ceiving thoſe that had been deceiv'd all their 
Days; and this ſeems to be one of 'the Chief 
Reaſons for the Clergy's Carriage to, and Ha- 
tred of bim. j 
One Thing very ſhocking to him was, That 
ſome of thoſe who are ſtiled, and eſteemed the 
Spiritual Fathers of the Church ; and from whom 
the Clergy receive their Authority to preach the 
Gojpel, ſhould yet have been found amongſt the 
Nuumòer of them who would have hinder'd bim 
from Preaching it ; when he had receiv'd Au- 
. thority ſo to do, This Kind of Conduct, which 
could not but 3 odious in the Eyes of ju- ; 
dicious, and godly People, muſt likewiſe be very © 
_ offenſive to the Majefly of Heaven, to whom all 
| Things are known, and who judges not with © Y 
Man's Judgment. 


Be- 
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us; Before he firſt went to Georgia, he was often 
nts, invited to preach Charity Sermons ; the Rea- 
to, en of which is clear, becauſe the Collections 
o- were larger than uſnal. But at his Return, 
dy, Being convinc'd in his own Mind of the great 
pi- Defedtioe of many of the Clergy from ſome of the 
WW Fundamental Dvoelrines of the Reformation; 
s he holy Zeal in bis Breaſt, and Integrity in his 
a- Heart would not ſuffer bim to bold his Peace : 
be | Mich having declar'd wherever be preach'd, 
e- the Alarm went thorow the Nation, and gave 
bi þ reat Offence to thoſe whom he calls his indo- 
y |] lent, carthly- minded, and pleaſure - taking 

| Brethren; and for a Prof of the Truth of it, 
— e referr'd to the Articles, Homilies, and Col- 
7 | lects of the Church of England, which fland as 


a Wall of Braſs again them, 

This may, very probably, be another Reaſon 
of their unjuſt Hatred, and moſt implacable 
Malice to him, and his Fellow-Labourers; and 
what ſeems the rather to confirm this Opinion, 
is, the Conduct of ſome towards that meek, and 
laborious Servant of Jeſus Chrift, Mr, Howel 
Harris : This gave him a true Sight of their 
perſecuting Temper, aud could not but convince 
him what he muſt expect, ſhould he by any 
Means fall under Eccleſiaſtical, or Civil Fudg- 
ments, But bleſſed be GOD, cho gave him 
Wiſdom, and Conduct to behave ſo circum- 

 ſpeftly as to eſcape their Hands; and tho de- 
% parted from us for a Seaſon, yet ] hope, thro' 
the great Goodneſs, and Mercy of God, be will 
be return'd again in the Fulneſs of the Bleſſings 
| 0 


v rer 


of the-Goſpel 4 Chriſt, for the Comfort of Thou- 
ſands of Souls, Ni ny 

Should any One have made a Diſcovery to 
_ the Heads of a Nation, or State, that there was 
a Defign carrying on by evil-minded Perſons to 
ſubvert it; and this ſhould be made ſo apparent 
to them, that there was no Reaſon to doubt the 
Truth of it ; what Honours, or Favours would 
they not confer upon ſuch an One ; but when 
Mr. Whitefield. had diſcover d, that ſome of 
the Clergy held ſuch Doctrines, as were as de- 
ftruftive to the good, old, orthodox —_ 
_ the Church of England, as an Invaſion wou 
be to a Nation, or State ;. when he, .T jay, had 
taken off their Vizard, or Mask, they had worn 
for many Years ;. jo that any impargial Perſon 
might clearly diſcern the Truth of what he ſaid 
of them ; then inſtead of Thanks for his Faith- 
falneſs and Courage, they, in Return, gave him 
all the vile Reproaches their Heads could in- 
vent, or their Tongues expreſs, to leſſen his Re- 
putation among the boneſt, and well-meaning 
People, to keep them from hearing him, and 
thereby hold them the cloſer, and ſurer to them- 
ſelves, and their lethargick Dofrines : A Con- 
trivance as abſurd, and deſtructive to the People, 
as political in them ; let their Pretences be euer 
fo plauſible to the contrary. For, | 

Firſt, SHonld $be Clergy pretend, they were 1g- 
norant of thaje Doftrines contained in the Arti- 
cles, Homilies, and Collects of the Church 4 
England, maintain'd, and ſupported by the 
pure Word of God; which Mr, Whitefield . 

: charges 
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5 charges them wizh departing. from, and ſub- 
1 verting; then this Conſequence muſt unavoida- 
n bly follow, that the R.gbt Reverend Biſbops 
«| rave them Impofition of Hands, and ſent them 

a forth to preach Doctrines they were ignorant of; 
] and contrary ts what our Godly Reſormers, and 

£1 7 w_ = artyrs had ſealed with their deareſ 
„ | 


Secondly, Should they ſay, they know the 
Doactrines are true, hut they fear the Diſplea- 
fre of the People; then this Conſequence muſt 
neceſſarily follow, that they fear the People 
more than God ; for their Fear of him 1s taught 
by the Precepts of Men: And conſequently, 
ſhould the People come to ſee this clearly, they 
will hate them for their perfidious Dealing, and 
lock out for wiſer, better, and more faithful 
Gui des. 
Sbould our Admirals, and other Officers at 
Sea, employ'd againſt the Spaniards, be as ig- 
norant, and falſe to the State, as a great Part 
of the Clergy are in Doctrines; I fear, we 
ſhould have but a poor Account of their Con- 
duct: But, bleſſed be God, they have Skill, 
Faithfulneſs, and Courage, in the Great Af 
fairs committed to their Charge. 

But Oh ! what Shame and Reproach doth 
this caſt on the Clergy ? I pray God, to awa- 
ken them to a Senſe of their Duty, that they 

may fee from whence they are fallen, and may 
repent of all their Errors and Omiffions : I ſay 
this, becauſo I would have them do the Things 
that are excellent ; that God may be Rn" 
bs th 222 3 
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and they be better beloved, and efeemed in all 
Reſpetts, than they are among the People. 

As no Perſon can give an higher Demonſtra- RX 
tion of his Love to ancther, than by tel ing him 
his Faults, in Order to his Amendment; ſo I 4 
kope, if in the Following Sheets any Thing may {| 
be ſaid, which fhall be for Caution, or Convic- 
tian; for Inſtruction, or Reproof ; that God 
will pleaſe to ſay Amen to it. 

My Defgn in this Publication is the Good 
both of Miniſters and People, that the Former 
may not preach, nor the Latter hear in vain ; 4 
but that the Word preach'd may come from, 
and reach to the Heart, and be the Savour of 
Life unto Life to many. And what can be more 
neceſſary for a Preacher to know? and what can 
reflect a greater Comfort to bis Soul to think, 
than that He can approve both himſelf, and his 
Doctrines to the God of Truth, and Fudge of 
all the Earth? And again, what can be more 
neceſſary for the People to know, than how, and 
what to hear jor the Salvation of their Souls. 
The Confideration of theſe Things have lain 
with great Weight on my Mind, and as T am 
going off the Stage of the World, ſo for the Peace 
of my own, and the Good of your precious, and 
immortal Souls, 1 could not perform a kinder, 
or juſter Part, than in Communicating theſe 
Things to the World. Thus recommending them - 
and You to the Bleſſing of GO D, Tam _. 


Your Real Friend, & Humble Servant, 3 
FONATH. WARNE. 
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dome Eccleſiaſtical 
EOLLUSIONS 
DISCOVER'D: 


Being a DISCOURSE between a 
Minifter, and a Methodiſh, 


Miniſter, 74 EL L met, my Old Acquain- 

ae tance; I am glad to ſee You, 
but J am ſorry to ſee your Seat empty at Church: 
T hear, You frequent the Meetings of the Me- 
thodiſts ; and are an Admirer of that Raw 
Novice's Preaching, and Writings; I mean 


Whitefield, that Upſtart Fellow : And fince 
Du live in my Pariſh, it is my Buſineſs io tate 
Care of your Soul, that You may not be ſedu- 


Wh ced, and led away with Error and Deluſions. 
„ :'Methogi/t, Souls are precious Things, and 


* 


WR. 


call for our uttermoſt Care; but how comcs 
it to paſs, that You ſingle out me, and two 
or three more, that go among the Methodiſts, 
as the only Objects of your Paſtoral Concern; 
; ſeeing that You never asked me, nor hun- 
be B dreds 


(25 


dreds more in your Pariſh, one Queſtion a- 
bout the State of our Souls theſe thirty Years; 
ſo that kere is ſome Myſte:y in this your ſud- 
den pre ended Care of Souls. Indeed, I can- 
not but wonder, that a Man thus careful of 


the Souls of Others, ſhould be ſo careleſs of 


his own ; but I can ſee thorow the Pretence 
w.thout the Help of a Pair of SþeQacles, for 
had I been a profligate Perſon, and kept to 
the Church, You would never have ſaid a 


Word to me on this Matter; ſo that Your + 


great Care of me proceeds from other Aims 
and Ends, I am well aflur'd. 

Min, What would You have Us do more 
than we do ? Would You have us preach, and 
pray; expound, and ſing Pſalm, and Hymns; 
and viſit as ſome of the Methodiſts do? This 
would be the Way to make ourſelves Slaves; 
but 1 am for my Pipe, my Bottle, and my Eaſe, 
let them take what Way they pg 1 all 
never follow that Way, to make a Drudge of 
myſelf, I afſure You, 

Meth. There is no Occaſion to give your 
Oath on that; for I believe You without it: 
I nay ſay to You as Country Roger ſaid to the 
Parſon who pretended he caine to talk with 
him about his Soul, as You do with me now, 
We have juſt Cauſe ( /ays be *) to complain 
of too many that appear in the Pulpit, who 
are no Credit at all to the ſacred Function; 


* The Diſſenting Laity pleading their own Cauſe againſt 
the Clamours and Calumnies of the High-flying Clergy ! &c, 
p. 3+, 


4 
© bug? 
* 


1 
© but rather a ſtumbling Block to all good 


Men, and do moie hurt than good. What 


* a dark Fry of raw Levites have we in Coun- 


© try Towns, and Pariſhes remote from Len- 
© don, that wou'd make a Man ſick to hear 


dem; and tempt him to turn Athe!/? to lock 
into their Converſations: They preach the 
© People aſleep one Part of the Day, and 
drink ſome of 'em aſleep the other ; they 
make us a poor, thin, ſingle-ſoal'd Sermon 
in the Morning, but can take a double Glaſs 
at Night, much more warming than the 
© Morning's Diſcourſe ; and commonly that 
poor, ſingle-ey d Oration is as much adapted 
© to the poor Country People, as Hemer's 
* Thads is to a Ploughman. 

From this ſmall Hint, You may perceive 
how Things were thirty, or forty Years ago; 
and they have been growing worſe, and worſe 
ever ſince; and, as that pious young Man, 
Mr. Whitefield has often ſaid, We are in a 
Spiritual Lethargy, This, God knows, is a 
Truth; and thouſands in this Nation who 
were troubled with it, will have Cauſe to 
þleſs God to all Eternity, for ſending him 
among us to ſound an Alarum in oue Ears, 

Mr, Whitefield was the firſt Perſon, who 
was made an Inftrument in the Hand of God, 
of ſhewing me my fatal Miſtake with reſpect 
to the New Birth, or Regeneration ; for God 
knows, that I, and Thouſands of por, ig- 


0 
c 


norant Perſons thought, that we were made 


Members of Chri/t, and Children of God, by 
B 2 Vir- 
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Virtue of Vater in my Infancy; but he oc- 
caſionally ſhew'd us, that we muſt have Chrift 
formed in our Souls, and be made New Crea- 
tures, or we ſhould never be ſaved. 

This put me to /earch the Scriptures, and 
to call my Soul to anſwer how it was as to 
this Matter; and I found I knew no more of 
this Work wrought upon it, than a blind Man 


does of Colours: And to deal plainly with You, 


I, and ſome more of your Pariſh are very an- 
gry with You, and Others of the Clergy, who 
never acquainted us with the ſad Miſtake we 
were under ; for I now perceive, thro' the great 
Goodneſs of God, in illuminating my dark 
Underftanding, that I was a Brand in the Fire 
by Nature ; but God has ſo bleſs'd that pious 
pg Man's Preachings and Writings, that 

am, I truſt, regenerated, and born again : 
For I find New Thoughts, and New Deſires, 
New Aims and Ends; God be praiſed for his 
Goodneſs to me a profane Wretch as I was. 
I now prize, and value the precious Redemp- 
tion wrought out by my Dear Lord, and Sa- 
viour, for me his unworthy Child. The firm 
Belief of this is to me the ſtrongeſt Incentive 


to a holy Life, and Converſation in the World 


that I ever felt, or experienc'd. I can truly 
ſay, my Walk among God's People is with 
Chearfulneſs, and Thankfulneſs to him, who 
has promis'd that He will never leave me, nor 
for/ake me; and in this firm Perſuaſion I preſs 
forward, It was well ſaid by One, I/ You 
would be quickened, You muſt keep quickened 

Com- 
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Company; that is, Thoſ& who have the Love. 
of God ſhed abroad in their Sou's by the Spi- 
rit of Chrift;. and ſo I do, and find them ſuch. 
Perſons. | 

Minifter. You are ſo much for inward 
Breling, and Experience, as You call it, that 
a. Man knows nct what: to do with Yeu; but 
Dr. Trapp, and tlie Biſhop of London ave 
erawn out the Methodiſts to the Life. / 

Meth, I have read Dr, Trapp's Diſcourſes, { 
and think I never met with a more jejune, and | 
weak Performance in my Life : Let me tell f 
You, what I know to be trve, that many of 
his Friends blame him, for laying himſelf ſo 
apen to publick Contempt: Several have an- 0 
ſwer'd him ſo cloſely, that he cannot reply to N 
them in any Manner, but wherein his Weak | 
neſs will be more expos'd; and therefore, it 
is in him a Proof of Wiſdom, if he ever had 
any, to continue ſilent ; tho' at the ſame time, 
when I conſider the Length of Time he has 
been employ'd in the Work of the Miniſtry, 
I cannot but wonder, he is ſo great a Nio- 

demus in the Things of God, and the Of:ra- 

tions of his Bleſſed Spirit; concerning which, 
hope thro' Grace, there are many unlearned 
Ih rerſons in human Literature, who are better 
Fable to give a Reaſon of the Hope that is in uo 
Km, than many who pretend to be Teachers 
of. Others, 
As for the Biſhop of London's Pujtoral Let- 
fer, it is anſwer'd by Mr, Seagreve, one of 
his own Brethren ; and by Mr, / aitefie/d : 1 
can- 


61 
cannot ſee what Reply he can make to them, 
ſo that I beg You would never quote them as 
Defenders of your Cauſe ; which is a poor, 
and weak One, upon my Word, | 
Min, You ſeem to be very fliff in yur Way, 
what will You do now your Beloved Whitefield 
is gone? I am apt to think You will drop this 
way, and come to Church again. 
. Meth, I am fully perſuaded that Time 
will never come; except You preach up thoſe 
Fundamental Doctrines You are departed 


— 


from, and lead your Lives more agreable to 
the Word of God: For Thouſands in this 


Nation will ſay it, that your Lives are a dark 
Copy to write after, and very unfit for Imi- 


tation; and God knows, it is too true, I ſpeak 
it with Sorrow of Soul. 

Upon Reading a ſmall Treatiſe, intitled 
The Tryal of Spirits; wrote by that faithful 
Preacher, and Servant of Jeſus Chriſt, Mr. 
Wilham Dell, Maſter of Gonvil, and Caius- 
College in Cambridge; I found there ſet down 


Nine Signs of a True Preacher. Theſe, up- 


on mature Conſideration, I think very perti- 
nent to be here inſerted, by Reaſon of the Wic- 
kedneſs of the Age, and the Supineneſs of a 


greater Part of the Clergy; who, having de- | 


. parted from their orthodox Doctrines, are 
h ghly exaſperated againſt, and labouring to 
ſuppreſs thoſe Perſons, who ſeem to be raiſed 


un by Got for the Revival of his precious, and 
to macuHeglected Truths; both which they 


d.uly eulcavuur to render contemptible in the 


Eyes 
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Eyes of the People: But let me tell You, that 


your Principles, and your Practices are To 
well known to thetn ; that he more they 


7 

look into your Conduct, the leſs they like 
„ ' } You; and grow more and more out of Love 
| Vith You, 
s © But to return to what I mention'd before 


concerning the Nine Signs of a True Prophet, 
> 3 or Teacher, ſet forth by that Faithful Mini- 
> FF After of Jeſus Chriſt, and of your own Church, 
| Mr. William Dell; as what he there ſays, may, 
in great meaſure, be ſuitable to the preſent 
8 Time; I, therefore, take the Liberty to quote 
9 him in his own Words as follow. 


“ Here (ſays he *) I ſhall give you many 

3 © Tryals, how you may certainly know, and 

3 F *© diſcern the falſe Prophets of Antichriſt from 

| F * the true, humble, and faithful Miniſters of 

Fus Chriſt, 

1a And the Lord Feſus Chriſt, before whom 

 Y * we are all preſent this Day; and before 

= *f whoſe Tribunal we ſhall be judged ; He 

* knows that I ſhall not purpoſely ſpeak any 

J © Thing at this Time, either to pleaſe myſelß, 

NN © or to diſpleaſe you; but I ſhall deſire to ſpeak 

all out of very Faithfulneſs to Him, who 

* hath remember d me, oben I was in low Con- 
* dition, for his Mercy endureth for ever. 


FR, The Firſt Sign then, whereby the True 

W * Prophets may be diſcern'd from the 
| * Falſe, is this : 

5 Mr. Dell's Tryal of Spirits. 4to* p. 21, &c. 

| c Firſt, 
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* wnio me, hear ye this; ] have not ſpoken in 
c „ oy U | 0 
ſecret from the beginning, and now the Lord 
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ſont ? So that True Preaching comes fron /, 


Fit, The True Prophets are all ont if 
God. So was Moſes, whom God ſent to the 
Children of 1/7azl,_ and bid him tell them, 
that J AM, even the God: of Abraham, 
Ifaac, and Jacob, had ſent him to them; and 
he gave him a. proportionable meaſure of 

his Preſence, to cauſe hem to believe it. 
And Chrift, a greater Prophet than Moſes, | 
even the Hend of all the Children of God, 

ſaid by 1/-1ah, ch. 48. 16. Come ye near 


and his Sfirit hath ſent me, And every 
where in the Goſpel, He ſtill declares, how 
— e came not of himſelf, but his Father ſent 
bann. | | 

And as the Father ſent Chriſt, ſo Chriſt 
ſends all bis Seed, the True Minifters of the | 
Goſpel; as is manifeſt John 20. 21, where 
Chrijt ſaid to his Diſciples, As my Father | 
hah ſent me, ſo ſend J you; which he ſpake |} 
not only touching them, but touching all | 
that ſhould believe in his Name thro' their 
their Word, And Paul alſo faith Rom. 
10. 15. How ſhall they teach” except they be 


4 
True Sending, and this comes from the Grace 
of God, 17 
Now I-defire you farther to take No- 
tice, that God hach reckoned the Choice of! 
his Miuiſters, one of the weightieſt Things Y.. 
thc belong unto his K:ngd:m ; wherefore \ 
He would never commit the Truſt of this 

| _ 


only by pouring out his Spirit on him; and 
9 C. 


(9] 
to any Sort of Men whatſoever. Yea, Chriſt 


' himſelf did not choo/e his Diſciples at his 
won human Will, but only at the Will of 
'F © God; and therefore was much in Prayer 


© before he choſe them, 

And the Apoſtles themſelves durſt not o 
© themſelves, when they were all met toge- 
ther, chooſe any One into the Room of Ju- 
* das; but they betook themſelves to Prayer, 
* and deſired the Lord to ſhow whom he had 
choſen. And Acts 13. The Spirit ſaid, Se- 
parate me Barnabas and Saul for the Werk 
whereunto I have called them, And Paul 
tells the Galatians, that he was an Apeſtle, 
not of Men, nor by Men, but by Jeſus Chriſt, 
and God the Father. | 

* By all which Scriptures we may perceive 

what Care the Lord has always had, to ſend 
* his own Minifters himſelf into his un Church; 
* and would have his true Church receive no 
* Miniſters, but ſuch as He ſends them. 

And the great, and chief Sending into the 
* Church, is from God himſelf; as we ſee in 
* Moſes, and alh the Prophets; and in Chriſt 
* himſelf the Head of them, and in ail the 
* Apoſiles, and all Believers. 

* Now the Proof of a Man's Sending from 
* God is this, to be anointed with the Spirit; 
© as "gg 20. 22, When Chriſt ſaid to his Diſ- 
* ciples, As my Father ſent me, /o ſend I you. 


Fe breathed upon them, and ſaid, Receive 


* the Holy Spirit : For his Father ſent him 
« he 


{ 10 ] 
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he ſends them ſo, only; and he that ſaithy 
The Unction of the Spirit clone is not ſuffict» | 
ent fer the Miniſtry of the N w Jeſtamnt; 
he denies Cir:/t, and his A; files to have 
been /«f/cr1ent Miniſters, and he perverts che 
Scripture, and / duces the People. 

© Now the true Teachers thro! the pouring 
forth of the Spirit on them they do iruly | 
know Clr./t himſ:l , and ihe great Myſtery i 
of the Goſpel, and all the Things that are 
f eely given us of God; and hey are alſo 
filled with Leve to their Brethren, and sre 
enabled to confeſs the Truth, and to de .here- 
after, and to contemn the W:irld, and pati- 
ently to /uffer Rebukes; all which is a /uf- 
ficient Proj of any Ones ſending from God. 
And thus the true Prophets are all /: nt of 
God, which 1s their great Comfort and Sup- 
& port in all Trouble and Difficulties, becauſe 
He that ſends them is till with them, Loe 
( ſays Chriſt ) I am with you always to the 
Find of the World, | 

* But now on the contrary, the Falſe Pro- 
phets and Miniſters of Antighriji ate not ſent 
of God, but are ſent, and appointed by Men; 
and that through heir own Deſire, and ſeek- 
ing, And of ſuch the Lord complains, Fer, 
23. 21, 1 have not ſent theſe Prophets, yet 
they ran ; 1 have not ſpoken to them, yet they 
propbefied : But becauſe I ſent them not, nei- 
ther commanded them, they ſhall not profit 
this People at all; ſaith the Lord v. 32. 
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© And Chrift favs, Many /all* Ch itt, end 
© falſe Propbets jhall « ri/e. And Pa: ! ſavs 


| © tO the Eld: rs of the Church of E. is 776, AC 73 
Wm © 20. O.t of your/el ves ſi all Men "rife, / Pak 
ing perverſe Things to d au Dijci9l's af en 


© them, They ariſe of themſclves, they are not 
« ſent of God. 

* Now ſuch Teachers as theſe do uſually 
8 L up in the Church, thro Acadenu- 

cal Degrees, and Eccleſiaſt ca Ord nat. un; 
* which two Things have put d for h int, the 
Church whole Swarms of falſe Prop ets, and 
* Antichriſtian Miniſters, never ſent of God, 
nor anointed of his Spirit, to the irrepara- 
* ble Damage, Prejudice, and Rin of the 
People and Nation who have receiv'd them, 
* with their falſe, and poiſonfx! Doctrine. 

* Wherefore all thoſe Teachers, who are 
not. ſent of the Lord and his Spirit, but ariſe 
of themſelves, and come into the Church 
in the Strength and Might of heir Degrees 
© and Orders, they are All falje Frophets. ” 
Now, Sir, by this firſt Sign it is no difficult 
Matter to diſcover the .true, from the falſe 
Projhets, or Preachers ; and who, among all 
— Preachers, ſeem to bear the Character of 

1 of God ; whether they who engag'd 
in the Work of the Miniſtry, without a Pro- 
ſpe& of Ecclefaſtical Honours and Profits; or 
they who ſet out with an View to Both ? But 


be that as it will, the Clergy do not fail, un- 


der the Roſe, to make the-Honour of God, and 
the Salvation of Souls, the grand Pretence for 
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taking upon them the holy Function; how 
careleſs, or: negligent ſoever they may be in 
the Performance of it. 

Suppoſe there were ſuch Pcrſons, as were 
repu ed Men of Senſe, and Fortune, in this 
Kingdom, who ſhould imagine themſelves to 
have thoſe Qualifications as ſhould fit them 
for Ambaſladors ; and thro' a Deſire of ma- 
king themſelves great in the Eyes of the Peo- 
ple, ſhould take upon them to go as ſuch to 
Fore:gn Courts, without the King's Orders, 
and Credentials; would not ſuch a Way of 
Procedure be highly reſented, and accounted 
a ſuperlative Act of Impudence and Inſo- 
lence, and juſtly merit a rigorous Puniſhment? 
Even ſo will the Majeſty of Heaven deal to 
thoſe, who ſhall pretend to go forth in his 
his Name and Service without his Warrant, 
and Authority : Therefore let them look to 
it, who ſhall thus dare to do; for he will not 
fail to give them their juſt Puniſhment either 
in this, or the World to come. 

This may ſerve as a ſure Word of Reproof 
to all Preachers, or Teachers, who run before 
they are ſent; whoſe Call is not of God; but 
Man. And ſhould any One ask me what are 
the Qualifications and Call of a True Goſpel 
Preacher; I anſwer, 1ſt. He muſt be a Man 
regenerated, or born again, 2dly. He muſt 
have Miniſterial Qualifications, ſo as rightly 
to underſland, and divide the Words of Truth, 
and to govern with Love and Care the Flock 
of Cureſt, of which the Holy Ghoſt calls him 

to 


who are 
of his Qualifications; and after being fully 


In! 


to be —_— _ 3dly, As to his Call; They 
piritual are the moſt proper Judges 


perſuaded of them, muſt give him a Call ts 


that Office. 


Min, I perceive, Mr. Methodiſt, You are 


pretiy well improv'd in the Doctrines of Your 


Field Preachers; eſpecially in thoſe of your fa- 


mos Whitfield, whom You, to be ſure, have a 


Notion is ſent of God ; as alſo this Church- 


Divine, whoſe Writings You are very fond of, 


and which You here quote for a Proof of ci 


eur Degeneracy from the Primitive Doctrine: 


of our Excellent. Church, But however, I pray 
You go on, and. let me hear what be has fur- 
ther to {9 
Meth, Well Sir, fince I have your Au- 
thority to go on, I come now to 
The Second Sign. 
The True Prophets, who are ſent of God, 
take all their Warrant and Authority from 
God, for what they teach; and do not at 
all regard Men, or build on them. And this 
has all along made the true Teachers ſo bold, 


the World, and worldly Church. So J/aiab 

50. 4. &c. ſays, The Lord hath given me the 
© Tongue of the learned, that I ſhould know 
© how to ſpeak a Word in due Seaſon to bim 
« that is weary; he wakeneth Morning by 
Morning; be wakeneth my Ear to hear as 
« the learned. 


= a > ˙ 0d . 


© The 


and ſo confident,.in the Name of God againſt 


„ 
* The Lord God hath opened mine Ear, und 


© 1 was not rebellious, neil ber turn ed away 


| back, 
* For the Lord God will help me, therefore 


: ſhall J not be confounded ; therefore have 1 
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ſet my Face as a Flint, and I know 1 ſpall 


not be aſhamed, 

© He is near that juſt. fes me, who will con- 
tend with me; let us ſtand togerber, who is 
mine Adverſary, let lim come near me. 


© Behold the Lord will help me, who is he 
that ſhall condemn me? Ly! they all ſhatl 


wax old as a Garment, the Moth ſhall eat 


them up, 


* And ſo alſo our Lord Feſus Chrift in the 
Days of his Fleſb, how bold was He in his 
Miniſtry, coming in the Name of the Lord; 
and having his Authority, and Doctrine 
from Him, how beld/y did He reprove the 
Scribes and Phariſ-es, the chief Teachers 
of the Jewiſh Church? And what a clear, 


and glorious Confeſſion of the Truth of God, 


did he hold forth againſt all their Oppoſition 
and Contradictien? 


And the Apoſtles, when the Rulers, El- 


ders, and Scribes, and Annas the High Prieſt, 


and Caiapbas, and Jobn, and Alexander, | 


and all the Kindred of the High Prieſt were 


gathered together, and threained them, and 
{traitly charged them, to preach no more in 
that Name; they anſwered, Whether it be 
right in the Sigiit of God, i hearkn unte 


Ss more than unto Gd, Judge ye : For we 
can- 


q 
| 
\ 
4 
| 
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© cannot but ſpeak the Ti birgs which we have 


\ e and heard. Acts 4. 1 


And ſo Wickliffe, Tobn Hus, and Aab 


who were ſent of God, did take all their 
Authority from God alone; and ſo were 


* bold and confident, each of them in their 

Time, againſt the-whole World. 
But now the falſe Prophets, who come of 

* them/jelves, and by the ſend:ng of Men, they 


F * do all by the. Authority and Warrant of 


Men; and accordingly do join themſelves 
together by ſecuiar Power, to bring about 
their Do&rines and Defegns i in the Church; 
and from the Civil Authority they procure 
Leave and Power to publiſh their D:&re, 
and ſet up their D./c:phne in the Church, 
and to ſuppreſs whatever is contrary thereto ; 
and without this worldly Licenſe and Au- 
twerity, they neicher can nor dare do any 
Thing; and are never bold, but when the 
* Authority of Man is for them. But the 
* true Prophets (as has been ſaid) do only 
take their Authority from CHriſt for what 
© they teach, and are So in his Name only 
to hold it forth and ſo after they have pub- 
* liſhed the Word in Faith, in the ſame Faith 
© they leave the Maintenance and Defending 
* of it to Him alone, whoſe Word it is; and 


FWS 


A 


q « they neither publiſh it for Man's Command- 
ing, nor /mother it for Man's Forbidding. 


* Wherefore thoſe Teachers, who have not 
© their Warrant from Chriſt for their Doc- 
© trine, and are not * in his Name alone, 
6 but 
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but do derive all the'r Authority, and En- 
© couragement from Men, to ſreak, and act 
© in the Things of God, they are all falſe Pro- 
4 * phets, and Minifters of Antichriſt. - 
Here it may not be improper to mention 

what a late Excellent Biſhop' of the Church 

of England ſays, in a Preface of his Charge to 

his Clergy : * Our Ember Weeks are the || 

«* Grief and Burden of my Life: The much 

greater Part of thoſe who come to be or- 

dain'd, are ignorant to a Degree not to be 
apprehended by thoſe who are no: oblig'd 
to know it: The eaſieſt Part of Knowledge 
is that to which they are the greateſt Stran- 
gess ; I mean the plaineſt Parts of the Scrip- 
tures ; which, they ſay, in Excuſe of this 
Ignorance, that the.r Tutors in the Univer- 
fity never mentioned the Reading of them: 
So: that they can give no Account, or at 
leaſt but a very imperfect one, of the Con- 
tents even of the Goſpels, Thoſe who have 
read ſome few Books, yet never ſeem to 
have read the Scriptures: Many cannot 
give a tolerable Account even of the Cate- 
_— itſelf, how ſhort, and plain ſoever : 
They cry, and think it a Diſgrace to be de- 
nied Orders, tho' the Ignorance of ſome is 
ſuch, that in a well - regulated State of 
* Things, they would appear not knowing 

1 enough to be admitted to the Holy Sacra- 
_— ment; this does often tear my Heart. The 
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; 5 f ® Bp Burnet's New Preface, p. 5, 6. 
1 * Caſe 


# with ſuch blind Guides? My Bloods runs cold 
* while I am tranſcribing this melancholy Pa- 
ragraph. Were five hundred Perſons to em- 


2 SY 
3 


117! 
Caſe is not much better in many, who, hav- 
ing got into Orders, come for Inſtitution; 
and cannot make it appear that they have 
read the Scriptures, or any one good Book, 
ſince they were ordain'd.” Thus far thts 
. 7udicious Biſhop, What Perſon, who knows 


* 


the Worth of his precious Soul, will truſt it 


hark in a Ship, which was going a long, and 
dangerous Voyage; and there were ſeveral 
Perſons in her, who, tho' they underſtood not 


done Point of the Compaſs, nor had the leaſt 


true Knowledge of Navigation, ſhould yet 


pretend to pilot her the Voyage; would not 


thoſe Perſons be uneaſy with ſuch Pilots, tho' 
a Perſon ever ſo skilful ſhould give it under his 
Hand that they might arrive with Safety to 
their intended Port, How then can People 
be eaſy under ſuch Guides of Mens Souls, as 
this late Excellent Father of the Church la- 


ments over, I pray God, this may have its 
due Weight on the Minds of all who read 
this ; for it is a ſhocking Conſideration. 


Min, Pray Sir, who of our Clergy denies 


| the Truth of what yar Authors here jay ; and 


do not in our Turns, upon proper Occaſions, 


ſpeak as having our Warrant, and Authority 


rom Chriſt; and that with Boldneſs in bis 
Name, without regarding either the Fear, or 
Favour of Man, And/T could produce ſeveral 
Inſtances of Clergymen, who, with great Fudg- 

D ment 
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but do derive all ther Authority, and En- 


couragement from Men, to ſ:eak, and act 
in the Things of God, they are all falſe Pro- 


pbets, and Miniſters of Antichriſt. 


Here it may not be improper to mention 


what a late Excellent Biſhop of the Church 


of England ſays, in a Preface of his Charge to 


his Clergy : * Our Ember Weeks are the I 
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Grief and Burden of my Life : The much 
greater Part of thoſe who come to be or- 
dain'd, are ignorant to a Degree not to be 
apprehended by thoſe who are not oblig'd 


to know it: The eaſieſt Part of Knowledge 


is that to which they are the greateſt Stran- 
gess ; I mean the plaineſt Parts of the Scrip- 
tures ; which, they ſay, in Excuſe of this 
Ignorance, that the.r Tutors in the Univer- 
fity never mentioned the Reading of them: 
So: that they can give no Account, or at 
leaſt but a very imperfect one, of the Con- 
tents even of the Goſpels, Thoſe who have 
read ſome few Books, yet never ſeem to 
have read the Scriptures: Many cannot 
give a tolerable Account even of the Cate- 
_ itfelf, how ſhort, and plain ſoever : 
They cry, and think it a Diſgrace to be de- 
nied Orders, tho' the Ignorance of ſome is 
ſuch, that in a well - regulated State of 
Things, they would appear not knowing 
enough to be admitted to the Holy Sacra- 
ment ; this does often tear my Heart, The 


Bp Burnet's New Preface, p. 5, 6. 
« Caſe 


” 
. 


os 

5 
"EV 
vs TH 
* 
— N 
N 
N 


1 
* 
1 


— 
KV 

A 
* 


12 
7 

- 5 
2 


T; 

. oft 

- * vt 
. x 
Xx) 

;*&B 
# 


n Cbriſt; and that with Boldneſs in bis 
ame, without regarding either the Fear, or 
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Caſe is not much better in many, who, hav- 
ing got into Orders, come for Inſtitution ; 
and cannot make it appear that they have 
read the Scriptures, or any one good Book, 
* ſince they were ordain d. Thus far this 
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3 zudicious Biſhop, What Perſon, who knows 


the Worth of his precious Soul, will truſt it 
with ſuch blind Guides? My Bloods runs cold 
while I am tranſcribing this melancholy Pa- 
ragraph. Were five hundred Perſons to em- 
hark in a Ship, which was going a long, and 
dangerous Voyage; and there were ſeveral 
Perſons in her, who, tho' they underſtood not 
one Point of the Compaſs, nor had the leaſt 
true Knowledge of Navigation, ſhould yet 
pretend to pilot her the Voyage; would not 
thoſe Perſons be uneaſy with ſuch Pilots, tho 
a Perſon ever ſo skilful ſhould give it under his 
Hand that they might arrive with Safety to 
their intended Port, How then can People 
be eaſy under ſuch Guides of Mens Souls, as 
this late Excellent Father of the Church la- 
ments over, I pray God, this may have its 
due Weight on the Minds of all who read 


this; for it is a ſhocking Conſideration. 


Min, Pray Sir, who of our Clergy denies 


he Truth of what yaur Authors here jay ; and 
d not in our Turns, upon proper Occaſions, 


ſpeak as having our Warrant, and Authority 


vour of Man. And/F could produce ſeveral 
/tances of Clergymen, who, with great Fudg- 
17 D ment 
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ment and Piety, and with great Courage too, 
have defended the Doctrines of the Church of 
England; which is a Church, that has been 
eſtecm'd a pure, and orthodox Church of Chriſt, 
by many Learned, and Judicious Divines both 
at Home and Abroad ; conſequently then her 
Defrines muſt be the Doctrines of Chriſt, and 
the Preaching up, and Defending theſe Doc- 
trines muſt be preaching Chriſt, and maintain- 
ing his Authority, However pray go on, and 
let us hear what he has further to ſay. 

Meth. With your Leave, Sir, before I paſs 
further, I will readily allow, that there were 
ſuch Preachers at the Reformation, and ſome 
Time after; yet, grievous to think on | many 
of your Clergy have ſince ſadly degenerated 
from thoſe pure, and primitive Truths, which 
they then boldly maintain'd : I muft own, in- 
deed, there have of late Years, been ſuch, of 
whom my Author ſpeaks, who have ran be- 
fore they were ſent; and with a. ſuperlative 
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Boldneſs, have taken upon them to advance 


the Power of the Prieſt almoſt, if not altoge- 


ther, to that of the Prince ; and with an Air, 
and Afiurance peculiar to themſelves, have tra- 


duc'd, and cenſur'd Him, and his Adminiſtra- 
tion; and when they could not do this to that 


Height of Inſolence they wiſh'd for; then 
ſome, or all His Miniſtry came in for a Share 
of their Raileries : And when Subjects of this 
Kind were wanting, and that their Talents 
might be ſtill in Fxercile then ſome Party, or 
Body of People of one Denomination, or ano- 
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ther, have ſuffer'd the Perſecution of their 
| Fe Inſtances of theſe Kinds, I allow, 
. | there have been ſeveral ; and upon Occaſion. 
I could collect a Volume of them. But, Sir, 
7 this is not preaching Chriſt, and Him cruci- 
ed; nor Salvation by Him alone, This is not 
3 preaching the Riches of Free Grace, and the 
Great Mercy of God in Chriſt to the vileſt of 
Sinners, as the deſpiſed Methodiſis do. This is 
not preaching up the Love of God to a wicked 
Morlad, at Enmity with Him; and from thence 
to urge his Example for us to love one ano- 
ber, as Chriſt has loved us, and given himſe'f 
Jer us. But on the contrary, becauſe theſe 


ö 


pious, young Men have reviv'd, and preach'd - 


up the neglected Doctrines of the Goſpel, and 
of our bleſſed Reformers, they are not only 
debarr'd your Pulpits, but are reproach'd, and 
aſpers'd, as if they were Enemies to Religion, 
and Godlzneſs ; when all their Endeavours do 
plainly appear to be the Promotion of Both. 
i will now go on, ſince You fay You will 
have Patience to hear me ; and therefore, I 
offer to your ſerious Conſideration 
The Third Sign. 
The true, and Faithful Teachers, as they are 
ſent of God, and take their Authority from 
im, ſo in all their Doctrine they only hold 


* from God: For, | 

The Father himſelf ſpeaking. immedi- 
* ately from Heaven, preached nothing * 
q , ; laying, .. This is my belwed Son, 1 


2 I ** 


« forth Teſus Chriſt, and this they have learned 
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whom I am well pleaſed, hear him : And q 


this He ſpake thrice from the Excellent Glo- 


rv ; manifeſting, that He Himſelf had no 


Ligher Thing, nor no ther Thing to de- 
clare to the World, than his Son TFeſus 
Criſt ; in «whom alone are hid all the Trea- 


ſures of true, and ſpiritual Wiſdom, and 


Knowl-dge, Jy 

The Sor alſo in all his Miniſtry, only de- 
clared who Himſelf was, whom the Father 
had given to the Elect Church; ſaying Pal. 
2. I will publiſh the Decree, whereof the 
Lord hath ſaid unto me, thou art my Son, 
this Day have IT begotten thee. And in all 
his Miniſtry only declared Vo he was, and 
to what End his Father had given him; 
ſaying, I am the Bread of Life, which cometh 
down from Heaven; he that cometh to me 


ſhall never hunger, and he that believeth in 


me ſhall never thirſt. And I am the Way, 
the Truth, and the Life, no Man cometh to 
the Father but by me : And all his Doctrine 
and Works were to this End, that we might 
believe that Feſus is the Son of God, and that 
b:lieving in him we might have eternal Life, 


The Apoſtles alſo of the Lord, after they 
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had received the Spirit, did go up and down 
the World, only preaching Jeſus, and Re- 


pentance, and Remiſfion of Sins in his Name. 


* And Paul, a laborious Preacher, thro' the 
Grace of God, did renounce, and reject all 
his worldly Learning, and all his human Ac- 


compliſhments and Excellencies, as himſelf te- 


© ſtifies 
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* ſtifies; Phil. 3.7, Gc. ſaying, What Things | 


© were Gain to me, thoſe I counted Lrſs for 


' Chriſt : Yea doubtleſs, and I count all Things 


3 


but Loſs for the Excellency of the Knowledge 


© of Jeſus Chrift my Lord, for whom I have 


* © ſuffered the Loſs of all Things, and do count 
Y © them but Dung, that I may win Chriſt. And 


be found in him, not having mine own Righ- 
teouſneſs, which is of the Law, but that which 
is through the Faith of Chriſt, the Righteouj- 
neſs which is of God by Faith, That I may 
know him, and the Power of his Reſurrection, 
and the Fellowſhip of his Sufferings, and be 
made conformable unto his Death; if by any 
Means I might attain unto the Reſurrection 
of the Dead. 
© And he alſo tells the Corinthians, that he 
* defired to know nothing among ft them, but Fe- 
« ſus Chriſt, and him crucified, | 
And thus the True Teachers preach no- 
thing but Chriſt, and Him they preach, not 
according to their own human Conceptions 
and Apprehenſions; but according to the 
Revelation they have received from the Fa- 
ther by the Spirit. | 
But on the contrary, the Falſe Teachers 
* preach nothing 4% than Chriſt, and Faith in 
him; but they chfly teach the Law, and no- 
ral Doctrine, and Worts; or elſe Ph1loſophy, 
and ph:lsſophical Subtilties, and Speculations ; 
* which yet the Apoſtle hath expreſly for- 
© bidden, Col. 2. 8. ſaying to the faithful, Be- 
dare leſt any Man fpoil you, through Philefe- 
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© phy and vain Deceit, after the Tradition of 
Men, after the Elements of the World, and 
not after Chriſt ; for in Him dwells the Ful- 
* neſs of the Godhead bodily; and ye are com- 
* pleat in him, who is the Head of all Princt- 
* pality and Power : And ſo we need not turn 
from Chriſt to Philoſophy that vain Deceit. 
© Wherefore they who preach not the Mi- 
© niſiry of Chriſt, thro' the Revelation of the 
* © Father, and the Spirit, but moral Vertues, 
© and vain Philoſophy, inſtead of Chriſt, are 


all of them falſe Prophets, and Miniſters of 


© Antichriſt,” Now Sir, if this godly Mi- 
niſter of Jeſus Chriſt thus complain'd 86 Years 
ago, what would he now ſay, was he to be a- 
mongſt us, and to hear the Doctrines of our 
polite Preachers at this Day; many of whom 
Have never mention'd the Name of our Lord 
TFeſus Chriſt in all their Sermons, but at the 
Benediction; and as this worthy Author well 
obſerves, are full of the high Flights of Phi- 
lophy, and ſophiſtical Subtilties. 

Min, I nd Mr, Methodiſt, for /o 1 muff 
call You, while You remain on this Side of the 
Argument, You copy very well after your Au- 
Lors; but to tell You plainly, the People of this 
Age are grown ſo polite, and witty, that we 
are forced to ſludy fine Phraſes, and eloquent 
Expreſſions ; for if we did not uſe this Method, 
we [hould have none come to hear us. E 
Meth. Then I find, Sir, that the main 
Study of a great Part of your Brethren, is the 
Praiſe of Man, and not the Glory of God; 

| which 
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4 & which all true Miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt ſhould 
9 chiefſy be concern'd to promote. But I paſs 


on to 
4 . The Fourth Sign. 
The True Miniſters, ah Prophets of 


" 


d 
n 


; 
Cbriſt, as they only hold forth Chriſt, ſo 


they only hold him forth, for the Love of 
1 Gol, and their Brother, and not any world- 


5 Profit, or Gain, 
Thus Chr#i/t taught his Diſciples out of 
the Love of God, as he faith ; I delight to do 
thy Will, O my Ged, ea, thy Law is within 
my Heart; that i is, his Love to God: And 
alſo out of Love to bis Brethren ; for having 
loved his own, he loved them to the End; and 
out of this Love taught them, as he ſays; 
T have called you Friends, for whatſoever I 
have heard from my F ather, I have declared 
unto you. And as he raught out of Love 
Himſelf, ſo he has commanded all his to 
teach out of Love, and hath given them his 
Spirit, which is Love; that thereby they 
might love both Him, and their Brethren ; 
and therefore Chriſt ſaid thrice to Peter, 
Peter, doſt thou love me? doſt thou love me 
dof thou love me? then feed my Sheep, m 
Lambs, and my Sheep. And Paul Rich 
The Love of Chriſt conſtrained him, to teach 
the Goſpel ; and the Fruit of the Spirit in 
all Believers being Love, in this Brotherly 
Love, they ſerve one another in the Goſpel. 

© And as Chriſt himſelf did not ell his ſpi- 
rizual Travel to his Church for worldly Pro. 
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Servants ; for St, Paul ſays A&s 20. 33. 
I have coveted no Man's Silver or Gold, or 
Apparel ; ye yourſebves know, that theſe hands 
have miniſtred to my Neceſſity, and to them 
who were with me, And 2 Cor, 12, 14. Be- 
hold the third Time J am ready to come to 
you, Iwill not be burdenſome to you ; for I ſeek 
not yours but you, And ver, 17, Did I make 
a gain of you, by any of them whom I ſent un- 
to you ; or did Titus make a gain of you ? 
walked we not both in the ſame Spirit, 
And thus the True Teachers do not ſeek 
any temporal Gain, or Commodity, from the 
Hands of Men by their Preaching, but do 


truly, and chearfully teach out of the Love 


of Chriſt, and their Brethren, | 
But on the contrary, the falſe Teachers, tho 
they do not teach the Goſpel (being deſtitute 


of che Spirit) but vain Philoſophy, and bu- 
mane Doctrines inſtead of it, yet will they 


live by the oops? They will have the tem- 
feral Goods of the Church, and yet not mi- 


niſter the ſpiritual Treaſure of it; and what 


they do miniſter, they do it for Reward.; 


as it is written Micah 3. 11, The Prieſts 


teach for Hire, and the Prophets divine for 
Money ; and he that putteth not into their 
Mouths, they even prepare War againſt him, 
And to ſhow they preach for the Love 


of Gain, they are brought up to the Miniſtry. 


as to a Trade to live by; and they run in 
this Way from ene Place to another; from 
| - 
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a leſſer to a greater Living; and where they 


may gain moſt of this World, there will 
they be ſure to be: Yea, ſo much are they 
addicted to their worldly Advantage, that 
they had rather Chriſt's Kingdom ſhould ne- 
ver be (et up in the World, nor Antichriſt's 
ever be thrown down, than ſuffer any Loſs, 
or Diminution in their Profit, Power, Dig- 
nity, Authority, or in any worldly Thing, 
whereof they have got the Poſſeſſion, and 
Enjoyment, | 

* Wherefore they that teach Chri/t, not 
for the Love of Chriſt, and their Brethren, 
but for temporal Gain, and worldly Advan- 
tage only, dre all of them /al/e Teachers, 
and Miniſters of Antichriſt, '” Now Sir, 


what have You to ſay of this Author? Is not 
this Truth? Deny it, if You can. Nay, we 
find this Truth yet further confirm'd by Fr. 


Quarles, Author of a Book, Intitled Divine 


Fancies ; wherein ſpeaking of an Impropria- 
tor, he has the following Lincs : 


Lord! how he fuells, as if he had, at leaſt, 


A Common-wealth repoſed in his Breaſt ; 


ACommon-wealth, twas ſhrewdly gueſs'd Ttellye, 


He bath a Leaſh of Churches in his Belly. 


Prodigious Stomach ! what a cruel Deal 
Tt can devour, whole Churches at a Meal. 


Ibs very firange, that Nature ſhould deliver 


So good a Stomach to ſo bad a Liver. 
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Lucro, it is believ'd, thy Conſcience either 
Is very wide, or made of ſtretching Leather. 
Methinks thy Conſcience rather ſeems too ſmall, 
So far from large, 1 ſear, thou'ftl none at all. 


From hence You may ſee, that the greedy, 
and coverons Deſires of your Brethren after 
Riches, his been a long Time Matter of ſore 


Complaint. 


Min. A Clergyman reputed to be rich, is, 
no Doubt, a jad Eye ſore to ſome People; but 
I think, the few that are jo, as, it is hoped, they 
are helpful to the meaner Sort, I ſee no Reaſon 
why their being rich ſhould be a Reproach to 
them. But I pray You to go on. 

Meh, I have no Prejudice againſt the 
Clergy, I aſſure You, Sir; but I eſteem, and 
honour all thoſe among them, who preach, 
and practiſe the real Truths of the Goſpel of 
Chriſt. However 1 paſs on to 

Te Fifth Sign. 

The True Teachers teach Chriſt to others, 
as they have been taught him of God; only 
for the G/ory of God, and not out of Vain- 
glery, Wherefore Chriſt ſaid of himſelf, 
John 8. 50. I ſeck not mine own Glory, And 
John 7. 28. He that of himſelf ſeek- 
eth bis cwn glory; but he that ſeeketh tbe 
6556 of im Aar ſent him, the ſame 1s true, 
ald no Unrighteoueſs is in him, So that 


whoever ſpeaketh from God, ſeeketh God's 
glory, And ſo alſo Paul ſaith, 1 Tg.. 2.6. 
* 


Ne- 
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Nor of Men ſought we glory; neither of you, 
nor yet of others. 
© So that the True Teachers do not preach 


lt, 7 * the Word to win themſelves Glory in the 
World, and Praiſe and Applauſe of Men; 
but do rather ſeek the Gi of God by their 
„. Doctrines, tho Hypocrites, and carnal Peo- 
er * ple for this Cauſe deride, and ſcorn them. 
re But on the contrary, the Falſe Teachers 


8 * ſeek above all Things their own Glory by 
their Miniſtry : And to this End, 
© 1, They get to themſelves Tities and De- 
* grees in the Univerſity, for their pretended 
Knowledge in Divinity above other Chrij- 
tians; and by theſe Degrees they get the 
uppermoſt Seats in the Synagogues and Greet- 
ngs in the Markets; and are called of Men 
Doctor, Doctor; which Chriſt hath expreſly 
forbidden in his Goſpel, 
* 2. Having got ſuch Titles, they go forth 
in their own Name, as Men of ſuch Religion, 
Learning, Reputation, Degrees; and for ſuch 
they make Account the World ſhould re- 
ceive them. | 
© 3. They eſpectally deſire to preach to rich 
* Men, and great Men, and Men in Place and 
* Authority ; that from them they may have 
Protection, Favour, Preferment, and a quiet 
* Life, and care not much to preach to the 
© poor, plain, mean People, from whom they 
* can expect no wor/dly Advantage, 
* 4. To this End alſo they ſpeak in the 

Words which Man's Wiſdom teacheth, - 
| E 2 * 10 
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© {© mingle Philoſophy with Divinity, and 
* think to credit the Goſpel with Terms of 
Art; and do ſprinkle their Sermons with He- 
brew, Greek and Latin, as with a Perfume 
acceptable to the Noſtrils of the World, 

In a word, they preach all Things in a 
pleaſing Spirit to the World, that they by 
all may get Glory 10 themſelves; and may be 
accounted with Sn Magus, ſome great 
Ones: And in all this they ſhow they ſpeak 
of themſelves, and not of God, ſeeing they 
ſeek not hrs Glory, but heir own ; for He 


that ſpeaketh of Timfelf, ſeeketh his own 
Glory. 


© Wherefore they who by their Miniſtry 
do not ſeek the Glory of God alone, and of 
his Son Jeſus Chriſt; but ſeek their own 
Glory, and the Praiſe of Men, as the Clergy 
generally do, and not the leaſt of all in His 
Place; they are all of them falſe. Prophets, 
and Miniſters of Antichriſt.” Now Sir, 

what think You of my Author ? He was no 
Mcthodi}}, 1 affure You; as You reproachfully 
call Mr. Whitefield, nad his Brethren. He 
was Maſter of a College, and, without Doubt, 

a Man of Learning ; or otherwiſe he had not 
been in that Poſt. He could, certainly, have 
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ſprinkled bis Sermons with Hebrew, Greek, 
and Latin; as with a Perſume acceptable 2 


tv Noſtrils of the World: But on the contrary, 
he thought Terms of Art, and Vain Philoſophy 
were ſo far from being a Credit to the Goſ- 
tel; that it rather br ought a Diſſ onour upon, 

and 
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and Contempt to it. Pompous Titles, and high 
Degrees in the Univer/ity, he thought no Ad- 
dition to Learning, or Knowledge, and Vi, 
dom; the Name of Docter, with a great Roſe 
in the Hat, and a Scarff, ſpreading like a Sail, 
how much ſoever the Mind might be on the 
Wings of Fancy; the Head, and Heart, he 
judg'd not much w/er, or better, He eſteem'd 
him the Trueſt Miniſter of Chriſt, who copy'd 
the neareſt to his Maſter ; and with him ac- 
counted him the greateſt, who was the leaſt a- 
mong You, Pray Sir, who now among all our 
Clergy come neareſt to the Divine Original 
They who, in their Diſcourſes, uſe fine Phra- 


ſes and florid Expreſſions; or thoſe who preach 


the Goſpel in Purity and Plainneſs; as that 
which muſt make ignorant, and weak People 
wiſe unto Salvation. 

Min, I perceive, Mr. Methodiſt, that Ec- 
eleſiaſtical Titles, and Degrees are as great 
Eye-ſores to Jou, as are the Riches of the Cler- 
gy: And I find, when You can bit uon the 


Writings of an auſtere, or rigid Auther; er of 


a Clergyman, diſcontented jor want of Prejer- 
ment in the Church; You know hcw to 1mprove, 
and apply them your May. But 1 think, I necd 
not tell You, what You cannot but know; that 
Thoſe, who were ſent forth in the Beginniur 
sf the Goſpel Diſpenſation, were ſome Pro- 


phets, ſome Apoſtles, &c. all had not the ſame 


Gifts, nor were they alike in Dignity or Office; 
and therefore, I hope, this wall ſorve to prevent 
your fur:her Reſiections on this Head; if it dees 
not 
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not quiet your Spirits, And I further tell You, 
that even the firſt Goſpel. Miniſters did not fail, 
ſometimes, to ſpeak authoritatively, with Regard 
to their Dignity, and Office. This Bebawtour in 
us has been ſadly miſconſtru'd by the People, and 
we have been loaded with their Rrfiefions ; but 
your Idol Whitefield muſt be blamcleſs, tho he 
has taken upon him to treat his Eccleſiaſtical Su- 
periors in ſuch a Manner, as very ill becomes his 
Profeſſion and Character. But pras go on. 

Meth, I perceive, Sir, You are angry; but 
I aflure You I intended no Reflection on You, 
nor your Brethren ; and if any Thing has ſlipt 
me not altogether ſo ſuitable to the Gravity of 
the Subject, I ask Pardon, However I now 
come to 

The Sixth Sign. 


The True - Preachers and Miniſters of 


* Chriſt, when they are oppoſed, reſiſted, ſſan- 
* dered and perſecuted fur the Word's ſake ; 
* they endure it with all Meekneſs, H ., 
and Patience, Thus Chriſt endured all the 
Reproaches, Contradictions, Reviling and 
Perſecutions from the Jes; and «+ bn be 
was reviled, reviled noi nga; u le fig 


to him that j ndgeth righteoufly, 1 Vet, 2. 23. 
And Pa faith of himſelf to the Corrnthi- 
ans, 1 Cor, 12, 12, Yeu bad the Signs of my 
Apoſtleſhip in a Patience. f 

* But on the contrary, the /e Teachers, 
when any Truth is impeached that they 
knew not; or that is againſt their gain, or 


a glory ; 
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fercd he threatned not; but committed himjelf 


1311 
glory; they ſnarle, and bark at it; and bite 
them that bring it. And therefore ſaith 
Paul, Beware of Dogs, Phil. 3. 2. not Dogs 
by Nature, but by Practice and Condition. 
ow a cut Dog lying on a rich Garment, 
or /oft Carpet at his Eaſe, as long as he may 
he /till he is very quiet; but if You would 
remove bim from his Place, he ſoon ſharles, 
and flies at You, and ſhows of what Mettle 
he is made: So the falſe Teachers, who have 
gotten a carnal Knowledge of the Word, 
and have thereby gotten Preferment, and 
great Advanteges in the World; they lye 
quiet on theſe ſeſt Things, as long as they 
may lye i; but if any ſeek by the Word 
of Grd to rouſe them up from theſe Things, 
they riſe up like angry Dogs, and bark at 
them, and rend them as much as they can, 
or dare, | 

* Wherefore thoſe Teachers, who cannot 
© patiently ſuffer Wrongs for the Word's ſake ; 

but on the contrary, when they are reproved 
* by the Word, and their Sheep's Cloathing 
* pull'd off, even their falſe YVizard of Reli- 
gion, and do preſently grow impatient and 
furious; and they that bark, and foam a- 
* gainſt the late revealed Truth, which touch- 
eth them very near; they are all fa//e Teach- 
* ers, and Miniſters of Antichriſt,” Whom 
this Sign ſeems to point to, I leave You to 
judge ; tho' I perſuade myſelf, that if the 
Clergy had partook of the Methodiſts Suffer- 

inge; I fear, they would hardly have * 
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with that Meekneſs; and have ſo affectionate- 


ly pray'd for them as Mr. Whitefield did; not- 
withſtanding the many Taunts, and vile R- 
proaches he was every Day loaded with by 
them: And by what I have heard from them, 
and ſeen in Print againſt the Metbodi/ts; I am 
perſuaded all the Clergy are not of the ſame 
Spirit with the meek, and humble Jeſus ; Who, 
when be was reviled, reviled not again z and 
when be ſuffered, threatned not, But ſome, on 
the contrary, without Provocation, or any o- 
ther Cauſe, ( unleſs from a Conſciouſneſs of 
their own neglected Duties) are greatly of- 
fended with them; and, for Want of Argu- 
1. ments more ſuitable to, and — of the 
Miniſters of the Holy Jeſus, have luſtily call'd 
upon the Secular Powers, to do that for them, 
which is « ſhameful Scandal, and a notorious 
Sin againſt Ren and Religion, for them- 
ſelves 16 call fur, or the other to put in Prac- 
1 tice j vis, the Suppreſſion, and Perſecution 
1 | or Oppreſſion of Men, for Preaching Chriff, 
| end Him eructfied ; not only to tbe Jews (but 


to many pretended Chriſtians) a Stumbling- 
tleck ; and to the Greeks (and many wiſe, and 
learned Men at this Day) Fooliſbneſs; but the 
Wiſdom and Power of God to them who believe, 
end receive him for the Salvation of their Souls, 
I now paſs on to 8 | 

E The Seventh Sign. 

4 The True Prophets, and Miniſters of Chriff 


da not force any Body to hear them, and obey 


their Doctrine againſt their Wills; neither 
de 
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doc they vex, and trouble them with ſecular 
Power, who will not obey them, and be ſub- 
eck to them; but they eve all ſuch People 
 * as they found them, leſt they ſhould /cem by 
(their Doctrine, to ſeek any wor/d/y Thing. 
© Thus Cbriſt, when he taught the Goſpel, 
t ſtill cried out, He that bath Ears to bear, 
3 * let him bear; and he that had not Ears te 
bear, he did not puni/þ him, And again 
* faith Chriſt, If any Man will be my Diſs 


" ciple, let bim deny himſelf'y and take up bis 
* Creſt, and follow me: He (till left Men to | | 
* their own Freedom, whether they would be | 


And as Chriſt did Himſelf, ſo he left 
the ſame in Command with all his Diſciples 
and when he ſent them forth to preach, 
Mat. 10. he charged them ſaying, Whoever 
© will not receive you, nor bear your Words, | 
' when you depart out of that Hoſe or City, | 
* ſhake off' the Duſt of yeur Feet as a Teſti- 
© mony againſt them ; he doth not bid them 
© if they be reed, to betake themſelves to 
* the /ecular Power ; to get Authority from 
© him to. ſtay, and abide there whether they 
* will or no, or Otherwiſe to puniſh them; but 
* bids them only to /bate off the Duſt of their 
Feet, that they might know, they came not 

to them for the Love of earthly Things, And 
© when the a out of a falſe Zeal, would 
have had Chriſt to have commanded Fire to g 
come down from Heaven, to have deſtroyed | 
them that would not receive him; he plainly | 
; F | Gi 


his Di/ciples or no. | 
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' reproved them, ſaying, Ye know not of what 


Spirit ye are, for the Son of Man is not come 
to deſtroy Mens Lives, but to ſave them. 

It is recorded in the Life of Simon, and 
Jude, the Apoſtles ; as both Gulielmus de ſanc- 
to Amore, and Joln Hus alſo relate: That 
when the chief Ruler was vory angry with 


files, and in great Zeal commanaed à great 
Fire to be made, that ſuch Oppoſers might be 
caſt into it; The Apoſiles fell down before the 
Emperor, ſaying, We beſeech You, Sir, let 
not us be the Authors, or Cauſers of this De- 
flruction, who are come to publiſh the Doctrine 
* of eternal Salvation ; neither let us who are 
* ſent 10 receive thoſe who are dead through Sin, 
* become the Killers of thoſe who are alive. 
* Wherefore thoſe Teachers, who for world- 
ly Advantage ſake, will force themſelves up- 
on thoſe Men againſt their Wills, who will 
not willingiy receive them, and will provoke 
the worldly Powers and Magiſtrates to puniſh 
thoſe who will not hear, and receive them, 
© and their Doctrine; they are all falſe Pro- 
© phets, and Miniſters of Antichriſt,” Now 
Sir, if the True Preachers, or Miniſters 9 

| Chriſt are not to force People to receive their 
Doctrine; nor to vex, and trouble them; but 
in Caſe of their Refuſal they are only to ſhake 
off the Duſt of their Feet as a Teſtimony againſt 
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thoſe who defamed the Doctrine of thoſe Apo- 


them ; what can be ſaid for thoſe, who have 


been, or would be the Inſtigators, or Inſtru- 
ments of Vexation, and Trouble to the Metbo- 


diſts 
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difts at this Day? Agginſt whom Dr. 7 * 
the 


urging the 72d, and 73d Canons of 
— fingiand, and the Laws of the 


Civil State; brings to my Remembrance, 


. what a diſmal Series of Perſecution was the 


Reign of King Charles II. in which Thou- 
ſands of Proteſtant Diſſenters were put into 
Priſons ; whoſe only Crime ( tho' Popiſb Plots 
were continually hatch'd, and father'd upon 
them ; ) was practiſing Holineſs in the Fear of 
God, in the Way which they thought moſt agree- 
able to his Word, and tbeir own Conſciences; 
many of whom dy'd there thro' Want, and 
ill Treatment: And multitudes of Others, 
tho' at Liberty, were continually harraſs'd ; 
and oblig'd to pay Fines, or ſuffer the Loſi of 
Goods, for going to a Meeting, or not coming 
to Church, And to convince You how little 
Knowledge there was in the Heads, as well as 
Grace in the Hearts of the Informers, and 
Others, who hunted, and tormented thoſe in- 
nocent People; that on ſtopping one of their 
Miniſters, and asking him Who he was ? he 
made Anſwer, He was an Ambaſſador from the 
Lord of Hoſts, Upon which another of their 

vile Crew asking the Perſon queſtioning Wþbs 
le was, reply'd An Ambaſſador of the Lord of 

the Hoſts; ſome Foreign Lord I ſuppoſe, And 

how right he ſpoke thro' Ignorance, I need 

take no Pains to prove; ſince he is, and always 

will be a Foreign Lord, to all thoſe, who obey 

not bis Commandments, and love not their Bre- 

tbren, But give me Leave to mention one 
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Say ying of the late Excellent Archbiſhop Wake, 
which ſuits the preſent Cafe ; v/z. What a 
Mercy it is, that We, the Clergy, are not let 
looje, to deſiroy one another. From whence tis 
plain, that worldly Powers and falſe Teachers 
are improper Inſtruments to pumiſh ſuch Peo- 


ple, who will not hear and receive them, not- 


their Doctrines, eſpecially when they judge 
them not to be the Doctrines of Chriſt. How- 
ever J paſs on, 

Min. Paſs on : Nay hold Mr. Methodiſt. 
T think You have taken your full Liberty with 
my Brethren and me; by fuggeſteng as tho' the 
Tranſactions of the State towards the Diſſen- 
ters were then owing to the Clergy, or at their 
Inſtigation; which J hope is falſe. 

Meth. What our blefled Lord obſerves, 
that He who is not for us is againſt us, is very 
applicable here ; inaſmuch as we do not find 
there were any among your Order, who were 
Interceſſors to the State on their Behalf: So far 
from a Service of that Kind, that when an un- 
worthy Dr. of your Church, and one of the 
King's Chaplains ( of the Tra pp-Æind) had 
challeng'd the whole Body of Hyſene, to 
ſhew the Reaſons of their Diſſent; and One Tho. 
Delaune accepted the Challenge, his Papers 
were ſelz d at the Preſs, and his Perſon com- 
mitted to Newgate, where himſelf, Wife, and 
Children were all ſtarv'd to Death, Here's an 
Inſtance of Clergy Compaſſion ; and ſo much 
like the Devil, as tho' ſpit out of his Mouth; 
firſt To tempt, and then 70 torment, I paſs on to 
The 
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The E:ghth Sign, 
The True Teachers are content, that ther; 
* ſhould teach as well as They ; and would not 
make a Monopology of the Miniſtry to them- 
” © ſelves alone, for worldly Advantage ſake. ' 
Thus our Lord Feſus Chrift did not con- 
t tent himſelf to preach the Goſpel alone, but 
he ſent forth others, as his Father ſent forth 
him; yea, he pours forth his Spirit upon all 
Fleſh, that Sons, and Daughters, and Ser- 
vauts, and Handmaids may 1 and 
ſo Knowledge cover the Earth as Waters the 
Seas, And to make the World willing to 
receive ſuch Teachers; he faith, He that re- 
cerve you, recetveth me; and he that recetveth 
me, receiveth him that ſent me, | 
And when Eldad and Medad, upon whom 
the Spirit of the Lord did reſt, did propheſy 
in the Camp of 1/ree/, without asking any 
Licenſe from Moſes; and One told Moſes of 
it in great Diſpleaſure, and Joſbua there- 
upon wiſhed Moſes to forbid them to prophe- 
ſy; then Moſes the meek Servant of the Lord EZ 
reply'd, Envieſt thou for my ſake * Would : 
God ( faith he) that all the Lord's People 
were Prophets; and that the Lord would put 
* his Spirit upon them all. Numb. 11.22, And 
© ſo the godly Mind of any faithful Teacher | 
*. defireth to be helped in the Work of the ” 
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Mora, that the precious Truth of the Goſ- 
© pel, which he himſelf alone cannot ſuffici- 7 
*'ently expreſs, all Mens Tongues might de- }; 


© clare. And fo they do not envy in others 5 
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thoſe ſpiritual Gifts which God hath given 


them ; but do wiſh, that every Man had a 
Mouth and Wiſdom given him, to declare 


the Myſtery of the Goſpel, and the infinite 
Love, Mercy, Wiſdom, Truth, Power, Re- us 


demption, and Salvation of God by Feſus 


Chriſt ; which cannot by all Mens Tongues 
be /ufficiently publiſhed in the World. 


* Farther, as no worlaly Prince, or Mag. 
trate hath ſuch unlimited Power over the 
Goods of the People, as to forbid them to 
give corporal Alms to them that ſtand in 
need, as Occaſion is miniſtred; no more 
hath any Power Eccleſiaſtical or Civil, ſuch 
Dominion over the Word and Truth of God, 
written by the Spirit in the Hearts of Be- 
lievers; but that they may at all Times, 


and upon all Occaſions, miniſter ſpiritual 


Alms to them who ſtand in need by the 
Teaching of the Goſpel. | 1 


Wherefore tho/e Teachers, who are envi- 


ou, that any ſhould preach the Word but 


themſelves, and their own Tribe, as they call 
it; ( becauſe they get great worldly Advan- 
tage thereby, whereas otherwiſe they would 
be contented that any ſhould preach ; ) and 


ſo would have the Civil Magiſtrate only to 


licenſe Them to be Preachers, becauſe of their 
Degrees and Orders, and ſo forbid all others; 
they are all fa!ſe Teachers, and Miniſters of 
Antichriſt,” Here I beg Leave to obſerve, 


that the Methodi/ts ſeem to bear this Deſcrip- 


tion of the Miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt, men- 


tioned 
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tioned under this Sign: For with what Fer- 
vency of Spirit did the pious Mr. Whitefield 


pray for Hovel Harris; That he might be 
an Inſtrument in the Hand of God, for the 
|} Converſion of Thouſands of Souls to our 
Lord Jeſus Chrift; he knowing that God 


had richly endow'd him with Miniſterial 
Gifts, tho' the Clergy refus'd to give him 
their Ordination, This now brings me to 


the 
The Ninth Sign. 

* The True Teachers do not only teach the 
* Word, but are alſo ready to ſeal to the Truth 
of it, with their Eſtates, Liberties, and 

Lives. 
* Thus did Jes Chriſt, as was foretold 
* by 1/atah, ch. 50. 5. where Chriſt ſaith by 
* his Spirit, The Lord hath opened mine Ear, 
© and [I was not rebellious, neither turned away 
back; I gave my Back to the Smiters, and 
* my Cheeks to them who pluck'd off the Hair; 
I hid not my Face from Shame and Spitting. 
And in the Days of his Fleſb, how willing- 
ly did he ſeal to the Truth of his New Te/- 
* tament Doctrine with his Suffering, and ſuſ- 
* fered himſelf to be apprehended by the Hands 
of Men, and to be crucified, when he could 
have commanded Legions of Angels for his 
* Succour, if he had pleaſed, and would not 
* have made uſe of his own infinite, and al- 
* mighty Power. | 
And this Submiſſion and Willingneſs to 
* ſuffer for the Truth, Chriſt hath commanded 
| _ 


[49] 
© all his Diſciples ; ſaying, He that will ſave 
* his Life ſhall loje it ; and he that will Joſe his 
* Life for my ſake ſhall ſave it: And if any i 
Aan will be my Diſciple, let him deny him- 
ſelf, and take up the Croſs, and follow me- 
And again, I ſend you forth as Sheep among 
Wolves and ye ſhall be brought before Kings 
and Rulers for my Name's ſake ; that is, for 
the true, and ſpiritual Teaching of the | 
Goſpel. | 

© Now as nothing will procure us more 
Enmity, than the 1 Holding forth of 
the Goſbel; which will cauſe the worldly 
Church to caſt out our Name as evil; and 
to caſt our Per ſons out of their Synagogues, 
yea, and alſo to Kill us, when they can get 
Power; fo if we be true Teachers, muſt we 
be ready, and willing to /ufer all this for 
Chriſt's Name fake, p 
* Wherefore thoſe Teachers, who embrace 
the Heighth and Honour of this Life, and 
will not n the Goſpel of Chriſt, farther 
than they may thereby procure to them- 
ſelves Credit, Reputation, Profit, and Pre- 
© ferment in the World; and to this End, in 
* doubtful and difjicult Times carry themſelves 
E | * ſo /ubtilly, that whatever Party ſhall pre- 
. * vail, they may ſtill ſtand on their Legs, 
* and enjoy their preſent Proſperity and Pre- 
* ferment ; and ſo are neither hot, nor cold; 
neither truly for the Truth, nor openly a- 
gainſt it; but ſeek by all ſubtil Means to 
decline the Cros of Chriſt, And tho in 
| Chriſt 
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Chriſt bimſelf they praiſe his Meanneſs, 
* Plainneſs, Simplicity, Suffering, and Croſs, 
© yet they are delicate, and cannot endure 
* theſe Things for Chriſt's ſake in Themſelves, 
* but bend and frame the whole Courſe of 
their Miniſtry ſo, as they may obtain all 
* good Things from the World, and vid and 
© eſcape all evil Things from it; theſe 40l are 
* falſe Prophets, and Miniſters of Antichriſt, 
By theſe nine Signs (for I ſhall name no 
more now) may the true Prophets, and Mi- 
niſters of Chriſt be manifeſtly diſtinguiſhed, 
and diſcerned from the falſe Ones of Anti- 
chrifl, by all the true People of God, who 
have received his Spirit. 

* Now let God and his Word be true, and 
every Man a Dyar. 

This laſt, Sir, is the cloſing Sign ; and I 
pray God, both for Religion and the Clergy's 
ſake, a Time of Trial may never come: For 
if the True Teachers do not only teach the 
Word, but upon Occaſion would ſeal to the 
Truth of it with their Eftates, Liberties, and 
Lives; I much fear, by their preſent Manner 
of Living and Conduct, the Defection of a 


A 


far greater Part of your Brethren, 
| To teach the People to fake up the Croſs 


of Chriſt, and to endure Sufferings for his 
Name-ſake; is a Doctrine they can very well 
handle in the Pulpit ; but a moſt ſevere, and 
diſpleaſing Doctrine to an Earthly-minded, 

and Pleaſure-taking Clergy. No, no: The 
Vicar of Bray is a noted Inſtance-of 'Prieſtly 
* G Cun- 


[az] 


Cunning and Inconſtancy; who was firſt a 
Pap ſi, then a Proteſtant ; and after that a Pa- 
fiſt, and then again a Proteſtant ; and being 
charg'd by One for a Turn-Coat, reply'd 4 
am no Turn-Coat, for J reſolve to live and 
dye Vicar of Bray. 

This brings to my Mind a Saying of that 
young, pious Divine Mr. Whitefield, in one of 
his Field-Sermons ; That the Clergy's Subſcri- 
bing to the Articles of the Church of England 
was the Key to Eccleſiaſtical Preferments ; 
and when they had got them, they then put the 
Key in their Pockets. 

A Practice of this Kind we have very wit- 
tily deſcrib'd by Hudibras ; viz. 


He that fwears againſt his Will, 
Holds his own Opinion ftill : 
*Trs pity Oaths ſhould be fo brittle, 

| That will not bow, and bend d little. 
He that impoſes the Oath breaks it, 
Not he that for Convenience takes it: 
For how can any Man be ſaid 
To break an Oath he never made. 


You ſee, Sir, the Conduct of many of your 
Brethren has not only been taken Notice of 
by Mr. Whitefield lately ; but it has been a 
Subject of Obſervation for many Years, and 
many good Diyines and Others have com- 

| plain'd 
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plain'd againſt it; and as they have had Op- 
portunity, have ſharply reprov'd it, | 
Min. I perceive, Mr, Methodiſt, notwith- 
ſtanding all the Reſpect, You Jay, You have to 
thoſe of the Clergy, whom You think orthodox ; 
it will not influence You ſo far to ſpare the reſt, 
as to forbear ſatyrizing upon them : For what- 
ever Author You can find out, either in As | 
or Verſe, ſo he has but ſomething againſt the 
Clergy, You catch hold of bim; and bring him 
in by the Head and Shoulders, But were all 
the Reports, which are ſpread Abroad againſt 
the Clergy collected together in a Volume, it 
would appear, that they have ſuffer d much 
\ Perſecution from flandring Tongues, And I 
fee no Reaſon, why the Clergy of our Church, 
in a Time of Trial, ſhould not be as conſtant, 
and couragious in maintaining the Principles 
of our Holy Religion, as Others who make a 
much greater Noiſe about it. And ] doubt not, 
there are at this Time, amongſt our Order, 
Thoſe, when the Cauſe of God, and the Vindi- 
cation of his Truth ſhall require it, who can 
willingly, and chearfully relinquiſh their Eſ- 
tates, Liberties, and Lives, on their Behalf. 
Meth, I hope there are; and God forbid 
I ſhould think otherwiſe. But thoſe I here 
intend, are the carnal and worldly Sort; who 
take much more Care to add Living to Living, 
than of gaining Souls to God, and Seals to their 
Minifiry, But as my Author has more pa- 
thetically addreſs'd himſelf both to Miniſters 


and People, I ſhall quote him in his own 
Words as follow, G 2 * And 


o 
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And now I ſhall make but ?. ˙• Uſes of this 


briefly, and ſo conclude for this Time. And 
the irt ſhall be to Thoſe of You who are 


* /piritual Chriſtians ; and the ſecond to the 


* carnal Clergy. 
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* Firſt, You who are True Believers and | 


Spiritual Chriſtians, may judge aright, by 


what You have heard, of the preſent Clergy, 


or Common Miniſtry of the Nation; and may 


ſee by the clear Light of the Word, that 
they, for the Generality of them, are not 
true but falſe Prophets; not the Miniſters 
of Chriſt but of Antichriſt ; not ſent of God, 
nor anointed by his Spirit, but ordained 
and appointed by Men, at their own Defire 
and Seeking, for worldly Advantage-ſake ; 
Men who fand and miniſter in the Church, 
only in the Strength of their Academical 
Degrees and Ecclefiaſtical Ordination; but do 
not ſtand and feed the People in the Strengtb 
of the Lord, and in the Majeſty of the Name 
of their Ged. And this corrupt Miniſtry, 
and carnal Clergy have deceived the People 
and Nations, with a corrupt and carnal Un- 
derſtanding of Chriſt, and of the Scriptures, 
and of the Kingdom of Chriſt, and of the 
Government of his Kingdom ; and of all 
the Things of Chriſt: Yea, they have un- 
der the Name and Pretence of Chrilt, ſet 
up a Church to Antichriſt every where; 


and do continually miſlead Thouſands of . 


poor Souls, and carry them captive to Hell, 
and that under the Colour and Pretence of 


Religion. . 
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* And this, I ſay, is the great Evil. in theſe 
* falſe Teachers, that under the Name of 
* Chriſt they Agbt againſt Chriſt ; and under 
* the Name of the Word they fight againſt 
the Word; and under the Name of the 
* Church they fight againſt the Church: And 
this is a grievous Abomination of Deſolation 
in the Temple of God; that they who 
* ſhould be the Chief for the Truth, are the 
Chief againſt it; and that they who ſhould 
be faithful Witneſſes to the holy Truth of 


* Chriſt, ſhould prove lying Witneſſes againſt ' 


it. If a profane Perſon, or Heathen ould 
do this, it would be Wickedneſs and Im- 
* prety ; but this is horrible Abomination, and 
* Antichriſtianiſm in the Church of Chriſt; 
* that they, who are come into it as Friends, 
and have obtained the chief Places in it, 
* ſhould yet under this Viæard, be indeed 
very Enemies, and Seducers, and Hinderers 
© of the Word of Chriſt crucified. Where- 
* fore ſaith the Truth againſt ſuch, P/al. 5 5. 
* 12. &c. It was not an Enemy that reproached 
* me, then I could have born it; neither 4was 


it he that hated me, that magnified himſelf 


* againſt me, for then I would have hid myſelf 
from him; but it was thou, a Man, mine 
* Equal, my Guide, and my Acquaintance ; 
de took ſweet Counſel together, and walked 
uno the Houſe of God in Company, &c. 
And ſo theſe fa//e Teachers are theſe fa- 
* miliar Enemies, and exerciſe all their Fa- 
© tred under the Pretence of Love; and all 
bY: * their 


* 
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© their Enmity under Pretence of Friendſbip; 
and practiſe their Wicked neſt under a Form 
of Godlineſs ; and by this Subtilty have 2 
deceived the World. They will not plainly 
contradict the Words of the Prophets, Apoſ- 
tles, and Chriſt, in the Letter of it, but will 
praiſe it, and ſpeak well of it; but yet they 
are utter Enemies to the true and ſpiritual 
Meaning of it, both in their Lives and Doc- 
trine: And the more theſe Men make a Show 
of Religion and Holineſs, the greater Anti- 
chriſts they be in the Church. 
* Wherefore to Vu who are true Chriſtians, 
and have received an Anointing from God, 
this is the Word and Charge of God: Come 
out from among them my People, and touch 
not the unclean Thing ; that is, their carnal 
Doctrine; have nothing to do with ſuch 
* Prophets and Miniſters, but remember what 
* Chriſt faith, Jobn 10. That His Sheep bear 
* his Voice, and will not hear the Voice of 
Strangers; for they know the Voice of Stran- 
gers. And if any of You live in any Town 
* or Pariſh where ſuch falſe Prophets are, tho 
they go under the Name of godly and ortho- 
* dox, yet touch not the unclean Thing ; but 
* know, that it is Setter for You Believers to 
* aſſemble together among yourſelves, tho' You 
be but few, than to communicate with the 
* falſe Prophets in their falſe Ordinances ; ſee- 
ing Chriſt has promiſed his Preſence to his 
* Believers, even where but #wwo or three meet 


together in bis Name: Yea, he hath ſaid, 
« If 
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* If any two of you ſhall agree together to ask 
a 4 thing 254 it ſball be = of my Fa- 
* ther whichisin Heaven. And if You, having 
© theſe Promiſes, ſhall meet together among 

. . in the Name, and Spirit of Chriſt, 
* 1n the Uſe of the Word and Prayer of Faith, 
Lo! Chriſt himſelf will be with you; and 
tho' You be but few, yet are You the Church 
of the living God, the Pillar and Ground of 
Truth ; and of that very Church, againſt 
which the Gates of Hell ſhall not prevail : 
And thus much to You fprritual Chriſtians. 

* Secondly, And now for the carnal Clergy, 
or falſe Prophets ; their Burden is this, from 
the Lord, You have run when You were 
not ſent; You have ſaid Thus ſaith the Lord, 
* when the Lord hath not ſpoken by You; 
© You have grieved the Hearts of the Faith- 
ful, and ſtrengthened the Hands of the Wic- 
© ked; You have been forward to advance the 
* Formof Godlineſs, whilſt You have been bit- 
ter Enemies to the Power of it; You have 
© deceived the Nations, and made them drunk 
* with the Cup of the Vine of your Fornica- 
© tions; You have done more againſt Chr:ff 
© and his frue Church, and more for Anti- 
© chriſt and his falſe Church, than all the Peo- 
ple in theſe Nations beſides. Wherefore 
this is the Word of the Lord to You, through- 
cout all your Quarters, That the Nations 
* ſhall not much longer be decerved by You, 
dor buy any more of your Merchandize ; 
* for your Wine is the Poiſon of Dragons, _ 
1 | | © the 
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the eruel Venom of Aſps; your Doctrine be- 
ing the Word of Philoſophy, and not of 
Fuith; after the Mind of Man, but con- 
* 'trary to the Mind of Chriſt; to ſet up Your- 
© ſelves and your own Intereſt, to the Preju- 
* dice of Chriſt's Word and People. Where- 
fore how much- You have glorified your- 
* ſelves, and lived deliciouſly by this Trade, 
of making Merchandize of the Word of God, 
* ſo much Torment and Sorrow ſhall God 
give You ; and your Plagues ſhall come 
upon You in a Day, and your Judgment 
in an Hour; and your Lovers ſhall not be 
able to help You, nor the Petitioners for 
* You to uphold You ; but God ſhall bring 
* You down wonderfully, by the clear Light 
* of his Word, and his mighty and unreſiſta- 
ble Providence accompanying it; and the 
* World ſhall tremble, and wonder at the 
* Noiſe of your Downful; and the Heavens, 
and holy Apoſtles, and Prophets ſhall rejoice 
cover You, when God ſhall avenge their 
* Cauſe upon You, And the Lord will fave 
his Flock, and they will no more be a Prey 
to You; neither ſhall You any more ſerve 
* Yourſelves of them, And he will ſet up one 
* Shepherd over them, even Jeſus Chriſt; and 
* he ſhall feed them, and be their Shepherd. 
And till theſe Things be fully brought to 
* paſs, You ſhall be cloathed with Trembling, 
* when You ſhall perceive the Lord is rifen 
up to perform all theſe Things, according 
to his Nord. - 1436 
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And now for Conclufion, If any of You; 
© or moſt of You, or all of You, are offended 


_ © at theſe Things; in ſuch Sort, that You 


© cannot contain Yourſelves from Anger and 
* bitter Zeal ; I do intreat You to conjider 
* ſerioufly, how much better, and more pro- 
* fitable to your eternal Salvation it would be, 
for You to refit and refrain from ſuch evil 
and unchriſtian Paſhons; and that You 
would rather (if there be any Hope) re- 
turn to your own Hearts, and try your 
Works; and repent before our holy and r:gh- 
teous Lord; and return truly and ſpeedily to 
Cbriſt from Antichriſt; leſt You be inwrap- 
* ped both in his temporal and eternal De- 
* ſtruction. | 

And thus much was delivered to the Uni- 
verſity Congregation in Cambridge, for a Teſ- 
* timony againſt them; except they repent : --- 


Hs a EE. 


Now Sir, You have heard the Nine Signs 
my Author gives, to diſtinguiſh between a 
True, and Falſe Prophet, or Preacher ; and 
to whom he addreſſes his Application. From 
what Motive, think You, but an ardent Zeal 


for the Honour of God, and the Salvation of 


Souls, cou'd this good Divine thus readily be 


' induc'd, not only to forego all wordly Ad- 
vantage and Preferment ; but to expoſe him- 


ſelf to the Anger, Ill-will, and Contempt of 
of his Brethren ; who, however induſtrious 


in preaching up Charity. and Forgiveneſ to 
Others, are themſelves the moſt backward, 
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and difficult to be reconciled to thoſe, who 
have offended them. 
Upon the whole of the Matter, I find, that 
this Author's Preaching Chriſ alone, and Him 
crucified in his Day, as well as Mr. White- 


feld's in our Days, was really @ Stone of 


Stumbling, and a Rock of Offence to many of 
the Clergy ; among whom I fear ( as Bp Bur- 
net before obſerves) the Knowledge of the beſt 
Things are too much wanting. Be that as it 
will, 1 believe. ſince the Time of the Refor- 
mation, never did Men, at ſuch a Diſtance, . ſet 
out with Deſires and Deſigns ſo concentrick ; 
nor were ever Men, for their Works: ſake, 
more loaded with Calumnies and Reproaches, 
than were Mr. Dell and Mr. Whitefield; for 
which, as I hope, the One has, ſo the Other 


will obtain great Rewards in Heaven, And 


as the former has written an Apology for 
himſelf; ſo in ſome Senſe may the laſt Part 
of it be applicable to the latter ; which I ſhall 
here inſert as follows. | 

And laſt of all, ( ſays be * ) If any ſay, 
* 1 myſelf relate to the Univerſity, why then 
* do T ſpeak againſt them? 

I anſwer, That J neither do, nor will re- 
late to the Juiverſty; as it is polluted with 
any of the Abominations herein mentioned: 
But as by the Providence of God alone, I 
© have been brought to that Relation in which 


* Mr. Dell's Apology to the Reader, touching his Reply 
to Mr. Sydrach Simpſon's Sermon. 


*I 
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1 
Inu ſtand, and continue in it, againſt the 
© wills and workings of many ; ſo through 
© his good Pleaſure I will remnin, till be ſhall 
* otherwiſe diſpoſe of me: And during my 
* ſojourning with them, I will not fail to te- 
ſtißſy againſt their Evil; and to endeavour 
to win all thoſe whom God ſhall perſuade 
to receive his Truth, from Heatheniſin to 
the Goſpel, and from Antichriſt to Chriſt. 
_ © Wherefore let none be ended that Iam 
made willing to hazard, and part with my 
wordly Accommodations for Chriſt's Namc- 
ſake ; but let them rather praiſe the Grace 
of God, which hath enabled me to witneſs 
a good Confeſſion ; whatever wordly Diſad- 
* vantage I might run into thereby. Where- 
* fore welcome the Kingdom, Righteouſneſs, 
Power, Wiſdom, Word of Chriſt, tho' they 
* fwallow up all my earthly Accommodations : 
For ſuch Love hath the Lord put into my 
Heart, that I would not c:/{ngly conceal 
any Thing of his moſt precious Truth, ei- 
ther to gain or to preſerve to myſelf the 
whole World. And ſo righteous Father, not 
ny Will be done, nor theirs; but Thy Hl! 
* be done in Earth as it is in Heaven. 
Thus much for this Excellent Divine Mr. 
William Dell, of whom there is no Room to 
think, that he was a diſcontented Clergyman 
For Want of Preferment. His Diſcourſes are 
plain, and free from the Vanity of human 
Oratory ; but carry in them the utmoſt Sin- 
cerity, and an ardent Zeal for the Truths of 
H 2 the 
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the Goſpel of Chriſt, and the Salvation. af 
Souls; and as a faithful Servant, and Mini- 
ſter of his Dear Lord, he regarded neither 
the Fear nor Favour of Men, but preach'd 
the Truth as it is in Jeſus, whether pleaſing, 
or diſpleaſing to the Ears of them to whom 
he deliver'd it. 
Min. I perceive Mr. Methodift, Nu lay 4 
great Streſs on the Doctrines of this your Fa- 
vourite Mr, Dell; inaſmuch as You obſerve 
he -was One of our Order, and his Sentiments 
ſeem to come nearer to Thoſe of our Firſt Re- 
formers, than the Generality of the Clergy's 
have ever ſinoe: And indeed, 1 think, it is 
ſomething difficult, after the many Changes of 
Affairs, both Eccleſiaſtical and Civil, to pro- 
duce a Man of Note in our Church, who has 
firmly adhered, or does now to thoſe Doctrines 
then ſettled by them, But as Arts and Scien- 
ces are daily improving, why may not the Stu- 
dy of the higheſt, and beft Things receive Im- 
provement hkewije * And ſince You do not allow 
of an Infallibility in any Church, or People; 
pray, why muſt all the Doctrines of our Firſt 
Reformers ſtand as infallibly uncapable of ad- 
mitting any other Senſe or Meaning, than that 
they beld themſelves ; ſince they were ſettled by 
Men, whom, You will alſo allow, were not in- 
Fallille? Pray, does your Idol Whitefield's 
Rivival of theſe Doctrines give them ever the 
better Sanction; or render them the more in- 
fallible ? Can he, a Youth, who has not paſi d 
over huif the Days of Man, or gone thorow the 
re- 
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requifite Courſes of Study, be more capable df 
T jon Doctrines, — thoſe who — 44 
bled his Years, Knowledge, and Experience? 
Where will You find a Man of Learning, Ex- 
Perience, and Piety, of any Note in our Church, 
who has aſſumed this Authority, or took the 
Liberty of finding Fault with bis Spiritual Fa- 
thers aud Brethren, as your Beloved White- 
field has done ? 

Meth, Sir, Your Arguing that the Doc- 
trines of our Firſt Reformers were thoſe of 
fallible Men, is a ſtronger Argument for the 
Difſenters, who plead againſt the Rites and 
Ceremontes of the Church of England; yet 
neither You, nor your Brethren, in Compaſ- 
ſion to tender, and ſcrupulous Conſciences, will 
admit the Alteration of a Tittle ; but do 7- 
fallibly maintain the Ceremonies, and fit very 
looſe to the Doctrines. For a Proof of this, 
ſince You puſh me on to produce Men of 
Learning, Experience, and real Piety, in the 
Church, who bave ſo done; I think myſelf 
oblig'd to anſwer your Challenge. 

But before I proceed, give me Leave to 
premiſe one Thing, in Favour of Mr. V bite- 
field before I enter the Liſt, and which may, 
in ſome meaſure, ſerve to vindicate him from 
the Character You charge him with; vis. 
* That I being one Day to give him a Viſit, 
© he had juſt then receiv'd a Letter out of 
, Lincolnſhire, which he read to me, and 
Others then preſent: The Import of it was 
to entreat him for God's ſake to come _ 

an 
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and help them ; for their Clergy fed them 
with Husks, and not with the Bread of 
Life; and that they were ſo lazy, that they 
card not how little they did in promoting | 
©. the Good of their Souls,” What do You | 
think of this? Who were in the right here, 
the Prieſts, or the People ? They who took | 
Care of, and neglected Souls; or they, who | 
call'd to One for Help, whom they believ d 
was ſincere in his Defires, and earneſt in his | 
Endeavours for the Salvation of them. By this | 
You may fee, that the wicked Lives, and ſad 
Conduct of many of yonr Brethren, has been 
Matter of Complaint for a long Seaſon ; and 
now and then, a ſerious, and godly Clergy- | 
man has, from the Zeal of his Heart, taken | 
upon him to reprove them ; but then, Sir, 
as nothing is more ungrateful, ſo nothing is 
more common, than that they have had in 
Return many vile Reflections, and ſcandalous 
Reproaches. 

But to return, To ſupport the Teſtimony 
of Mr. Dell, I ſhall ſubjoin that of a Godly, 
Learned, and Judicious Divine, Dr. John Ed- 

wards, of the Univerſity of Cambridge, who 
liv'd, and dy'd a worthy Member of the 
Church of England; whoſe Zeal for the Glo- 
ry of God, and Affection to his Reverend Bre- 
thren; the Honour of the Miniſtry, and Love 


HE 


to Souls, excited him to compoſe thoſe Va- 
lugble Volumes of his, Intitled The Preacher : 
Where in ſpeaking of the Offices and Accom- 
pliſhnents of a Preacher, he thus expreſles 

1 him. 
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himſelf : ©* Now, if they, (meaning 
* the Pagans) would not allow any Man the 
© Title of an Orator, unleſs he were Good as 
* well as Eloquent ; certainly, it muſt be the 
inſeparable Character of the Chriſtian Ora- 
tor, the Preacher of God's Word, that he 
be a very Good and Righteous Man ; that 
he excels in Vertue and Piety. It is expected 
of him, that he charges all the Divine 
Truths he delivers, on his own Conſcience ; 
that he bid the People do nothing but what 
he will do himſelf. Happy is it when he 
can ſay to them as St. Paul to his Philip- 
pians, Thoſe Things which you have heard, 
and ſeen in me, do. Phil. 4. 9. He muſt 
firſt ſet himſelf before them as a Pattern, 
and then call upon them to imitate him. 
More eſpecially 'tis required of him, that 
he not guilty of any open, and ſcandalous 
Sins, And Firſt, not of Avarice, It was 
to the Diſcredit of Seneca, that famous Mo- 
raliſt, that he did not leave off to practice 
Uſury, tho' he wrote againſt Covetouſneſs, 
and diſcourſed ſo bravely againſt the Love 
of the World, It is much more to the Diſ- 
paragement of ſome among us, that preach 
againſt worldly Mindedneſs (when that, as 
well as other Matters, come in their Way ) 
and yet openly practiſe it. They truck for 
Livings, and enter into them by Simony 
and Perjury, They are greedy of Prefer- 
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ment; and-uſe baſe Arts to compaſs it; for 
they purchaſe their Dignities with the Sale 
Honeſty, Truth, Shame, Conſcience, and 
Heaven itſelf, They make a Trade of Di- 
vinity, merely to fill their Purſes, as if the 
Clergy were only for Heritage and Patri- 
mony, as their Name fignifies. Theſe Men 
do any Thing to be rich, and damn their 
Souls to keep their Bodies and Eſtates, Theſe 
Fudaſſes betray Religion for Money, and 


© prefer the Picces of Silver to Chriſt himſelf. 


And as they get, ſo they hold their Benefi- 
ces, they neglect feeding their Flock, and 
ſo betray the Souls of others as well as their 
own, Any Study and Employment are ac- 


ceptable to them, but that which they ſo- 
lemnly engaged to follow; any Work but 


Preaching and taking Care of Mens Souls. 
Law or Phyfick is taken up by ſome ; and 
ſome are Farmers, and others are Traders 
and Merchandizers; and ſome refuſe no 


Employment that will bring in the Pence. 
Theſe are Secular Prieſts indeed, they con- 
<. verſe wholly with this World, and immerſe 


their Souls into Earth, whilſt they pretend 
to be concerned for Heaven. 

But this is abſolutely repugnant to the 
Laws of Chriſt, and the Deſign of their Sa- 
cred Function, and the Example and Com- 


mands of the Apoſtles. . 1 ſeel not. yours, 
.but you ; ſaith the great Pattern of the Cler- 


gy. 2 Cor. 12. 14. Feed the Flock of God 


hich is among you, taking the Overſight 


* there- 
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| © thereof, not for filthy luere, but of a ready 
* mind; 1 Pet. 5. 2. out of a free and gene- 
© rous Diſpoſition to advance the Cauſe of 
© Chriſt, and to promote the Salvation of 
* Souls. Timothy was forbid to entangle him- 
* ſelf with the Aﬀairs of this Life. 2 Tim, 
© 2. 3. And hence it was that in Ecclefiaſti- 
* cal Council and Synods ef Old, the Church- 
men were under a ſtrict Prohibition of in- 
* termeddling in worldly, and merely civil 
* Matters, According to our own * Muni- 
© cipal Laws a Miniſter muſt not be a Far- 
mer, a Dealer in Corn, Cattle, or any o- 
ther Commodites, but only for his own Uſe 
© and Provifion. And the Conſtitutions and 
: 2 our Church run thus, F Mini- 
 fter ſhall not give himſelf to any baſe or ſer- 
vile Labour. foray No 8 Prieſt 
may voluntarily relinquiſh his Calling, and 
uſe himſelf in the Courſe of his Life as a Lay- 
man, upon Pain of Excommunication. And 
in the - Exhortation to thoſe that are to be 
_ ordained Prieſts in our Church this is inſerted, 
You ought to forſake and ſet aſide ( as mueh 
as in you may) all worldly Care and Studies. 
* And every Prieſt promiſes at that Time that 
he be will lay afide the Study of the World and 
* the Fleſh, 
a Now it it very Ree/onable it ſnould be 


5 — firſt, Clergymen are ſpiritual 
Perſons, and ſeparated from the World by 
* 21 Hen. 8. tf Can. 75. I Can. 76. 
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Virtue of their Calling. On which Account 
they ought to be Strangers to the World ; 
and a Love of Riches, and a greedy Deſire 
of Gain ought to be looked upon as prodi- 
gious and monſtrous in Perſons of their Cha- 
racer. Why do they diſtinguiſh themſelves 
from the Laity by a peculiar Title, if they 
perſue the World, and concern themſelves 


in ſecular Employments, and ſpend their 


Time in them? —— | 

* Secondly, Affairs that are proper for Lay- 
men, are not fit for the Clergy, and eſpe- 
cially for the Preachers of the Goſpel ; be- 
cauſe theſe are great Hindrances to them in 
diſcharging their Office. None that is ſoli- 
citous and anxious teaches well, is a Saying 
of the Hebrew Maſters; and contains very 
weighty Truth in it. Thoſe that diſtract 
their Minds with the Affairs and Cares of 
the World, are the leaſt capable of all Men 
to inſtruct Mankind, to inform them of 
their Duty, to let them know what is their 
chief Concern, and to lead them to the 
Chiefeſt Good. - Can thoſe Perſons teach 
other Men to deſpiſe the World, and to 
have an Eye to a better and future State, 
who are ſunk into the World themſelves. 
* Thirdly, This makes them contemptible, 
inſtead of being honoured. For “ it is a 
Sign of a vile and baſe Mind to love Riches, 


„Nihil eſt tam anguſti tamq; parvi animi quàm amare divi» 


tias. Cic. de Offic. lib. 1. 


and 
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© and gape after worldly Gain ; whereas on 
© the contrary, it hath ever been the Badge 
© of Great and Noble Souls, that they have 
© not been given to this Vice; a Vice that hath 
© been univerſally decried by all Men of wor- 
* thy and generous Spirits, But eſpecially. 
* nothing makes a Conductor to Heaven ſo 
© vile as Avarice: And therefore he, of all 
© Perſons, ſhould be careful to avoid it An 
Embaſſador, eſpecially of Chriſt, ſhould not 
be intent upon his worldly Intereſt. The 
Tables of Money-Changers are no Ornament 
of the Temple, the Buyers and Sellers are to 
© have no Place here. We mult convince 
Men, that the Miniſtry is ſuch a Work as 


© 1s not to be choſen for ſecular Ends and Ad- 


© vantages, This we cannot better do than 
* by our Practice, that is, by devoting our- 
* ſelves to that ſpiritual Work, and wholly 


© employing our Time and Pains in it; and 


by deſpiſing the World, and letting this 
Globe of Earth touch us in puncto only: 


- Now Sir, what think You of Dr. Edwards? 


I am apt to think he has touch'd many of 
your Brethren in the right Place. Our bleſ- 
ſed Lord, no Doubt, foreknew the ſad Effects 
of Covetouſneſs ; or he had not ſaid to his Diſ- 
ciples and Followers, Luke 12.15, Take heed, 
and beware of Covetouſneſs, for a Man's Life 


conſiſteth not in the abundance of the Things which 


he poſſeſſeth. And the Apoſtle Paul very likely 


Rei ſuz ergo ne quis Legatus eſto, Cic, de Leg lib. 3. 
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ſaw in his Time, the diſmal Effects of it ; or 


otherwiſe he would not ſo often have warned 
againſt it, And that this a reigning Vice at 
this Day among many of the Clergy, I grieve 


to think upon, even from what I have occa- 


ſionally heard from ſome among You. _ 
Min. Our Pride, and Covetouſneſs have 
been the ſtanding Subjects of Railery : Who are 
more ridicul d and cenſur'd than the Clergy ; 
if at a Time we inſiſt upon our Dues, or deny 
a Requeſt, we are preſently cenſur'd for proud, 
and covetous Parſons ; tho at the ſame Time 
they know neither our Wants, nor our private 
Charities, And this, no Doubt, Dr. Edwards 


dds ſenſible of, notwithſlanding what he has 


here ſaid of the Clergy. 

Meth, Well Sir, I will partly admit what 
You ſay to be true; but yet I can by no ſen- 
ſible Argument be induc'd to think thoſe fin- 
cere, and godly Chriſtian Miniſters, who en- 
groſs ſeveral Livixgs, and neither do, not can 
reſide at them. And that which the more 
confirms me in this Opinion is, what this Ex- 
cellent, and Learned Divine ſays on theſe Sub- 
jets; and that in his own Words as follow: 

_ © Under this Head (meaning Avarice ſays 

* he, Preacher, p. 315.) I may pertinently ſay 
* ſomething of Pluralities and Non-Refidence, 
* which are the Effects of this Vice I have 
been ſpeaking of, and are the Source of 
* many Vices and Miſcarriages. The hold- 
ing of more Eccleſiaſtical Preferments than 
one, hath been cenſured, and diſallowed not 
only 
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only by the Imperial Laws, and by our own, 


but ( which One would think ſhould pre- 
vail more with Churchmen) by the Decrees 
of the Church, and by the Determinations 
of Fathers, Caſuiſts, and Profeſs'd Divines, 
The firſt General Council of Calcedon con- 
demns this Practice under the Penalty of be- 
ing degraded; and ſeveral Eccleſiaſtical Ca- 
nons have ſtruck at it fince, I cannot but 
take Notice of one more eſpecially, namely 
that of the Council of Mentz, which met 
in the Year 1549. It is plain and evi- 
dent ( fay they) that one Man's — of 
many Benefices, is a very miſchievous Thing 
to the Churches, becauſe one Man can't duly 
perform the Offices which are required in ſe- 
veral Churches, and take that Care of their 
Concerns which 1s neceſſary, Notwithſtand- 
ing this, there are that plead for a Plura- 
lity, and are for engroſſing as many Livings 
and Dignities as they can come at. We com- 
plain of King Henry the VIIIth for ſpoiling 
the Church of her — and we rob it 
ourſelves. We plead for the Jus divinum 
of Tithes, and will not let the Church be 
wrong' d by the Laity, but we make no Con- 
ſcience of doing it ourſelves; and we care 
not how we injure others, ſo we enrich our- 
ſelves. We that talk ſo high for the Main- 


® Res ipſa loquitur, plura beneficia non fine gravi Eccleſia 


rum damno ab uno obtineri, cum unus in pluribus Ecclefiis 


rite officia perfolvere, aut rebus earum veceſſarium curam im- 
pendere nequeat. = 


© tenance 
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tenance of Miniſters, take it away from them 
with our own Hands, whilſt we allow our 
Curates ſo mean a Share in the Eccleſiaſti- 
cal Incomes, and ſo poorly recompenſe them 


for their Academick Education, It is in 


our Church, as in that of Corinth ( tho' in 
a different Senſe) One is Hungry, and ano- 
ther is Drunken ; whilſt one ſtarves, ano- 
ther is glutted, Some are dandled on the 
Knee, and wax fat; others are thruſt out 
of Doors, and fed with thc Bread of Af- 
fliction. Not that I am for. a Gavel- kind 
among the Sons of the Church, as if all 
muſt needs ſhare alike ; for ſome are wor- 
thy of double Honour. But Iam for a more 
oy and equal Diſtribution of the Revenues 
of the Church, and I would have thoſe who 


hunt after more Preferment, when they 


have enough, be taught to keep within due 
Bounds, to reftrain their greedy Appetite 
and inſatiable Boulimie, If thoſe are bla- 
med who laid Field to Field, and joined 
Houſe to Houſe, are not they as blamable 
who lay Church to Church, and Pariſh to 
Pariſh, thoſe Daughters of the Horſeleech 
that cry, Give, Give; and like Hell and 
the Grave are never fatisfy'd ? 


_ © Pluralities aae attended with Non Refi- 
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dence, and therefore I will ſpeak of this 
next. It is true, the Apoſtles were Itine- 
rant Preachers, it being neceſſary for the 
firſt founding and ſpreading the Goſpel ; but 
that is not our Province, we being confined. 


0 


TY 11 K. v2 


bas WW. WW WW , Þ UW UP, * ww Wo 


[63] 
to a particular Flock, The Apoſtles Work 


I * was to go Abroad, and ours is to ſtay at 


Home. None of us is to take ſuch a Cir- 
© cuit as St, Paul did, who tells us that from 


* Jeruſalem, and round about unto Illyricum, 


* that is, all the Countries that lye between 
* Feruſalem and Dalmatia, which are above 
* a Thouſand Miles in Length, beſides the ad- 
* jacent Provinces, he had fully preached the 
* Goſpel of Chriſt, Rom. 15. 19. The Caſe 
is otherwiſe with the Miniſters of the Goſ- 
© pel at this Day, they have particular Con- 
gations to look after near at Hand, and 
* they muſt abide with them, They muſt 
« wait on the Altar, 1 Cor. g. 13. where 
the Original Word ſignifies reſiding; and 
is urged by no meaner Perſons than Chry- 
* ſoſtom, and his great Imitator Thecphylact, 
* to the Purpoſe I am now ſpeaking of; 
* to wit, that the Miniſters of God's Word 
© ſhould not be abſent from their Flocks, but 
* with conſtant Care attend upon them, The 
© Refidence of Biſhops and Paſtors was thought 
* neceſſary by the Ancient (*) Fathers of the 
* Chriſtian Church, and by ſeveral ( +) Coun- 
* cils, and by the Compiler of the (4) Canons 


E the Apoſtles. And the learned Bp of () Sa- 


* Athanaſ. Tom. 2. Auguſtin, Epiſt. 138. De Civ. Dei, 
1. 19. c. 19. Syneſ. Epiſt. 67. 2 
+ Concil. Nic. 1. Can. 15, 16. Conc. Conſtantinop. 8. 


c. 24. Cenc. Chalced. c. 13. Conc. Antioch. e. 17. Conc. 
Sardic. c. 14. Conc. Lateran. A. D. 1215. „„ 
1 Can, 80. | Paſtoral Care Chap. 5. 
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rum obſerves, that the Canons of Councils, 
« even in the worſt Ages, condemned Non- 


- ©. Refidence and Pluralities, Let them who 


talk for the Obſerving of the Canons, mind 
© this. If they pretend to be Canonical in o- 
: tber Things, let them liſten: ti the Canom 

in this. Yea, let them remember, that it 


© was carried by the better Part of the Coun- N 
cil of Trent, that Refidence was Divine 


Figbt; and that The Pope had no Power to 


© difdenſe with Non-Refdenee, Tho' it is true, 
© the Pope blaſted the Endeavours of thoſe of | 


that Council whe appeared in this Cauſe; 


for his own Profit. Father Paul in his Hi- | 
t ſtory. of this. Council hath ſuggeſted fundry | 


© excellent Things againſt this Uſage, and 


© ſhews:that from the Beginning it was notſo 


in the Church. Which I wauld have thoſe; 
* wha have a Reverence for Antiquity: con- 
© ſidex of. Or, if the preſent Practice of the 
Church of Rome, be of any Weight, we are 
told by One that hath been among them, 
: that (J) there is no ſuch Thing as Non- 
© Reſidence, or Plurality, t be: «. ot of in 


* whole Countries of that Commanion ; and 


that the Clergy are more reformed in Popiſh 

| Churches, in France particularly, than here, 
© as to the Point of Non-Refidence as well as 
*-other Things. 


And it is no Wonder that this Diſorder 


© hath been taken Notice of, and im ſome 


© meaſure redreſs d, ſeeing the Effects and 


* Ibid. Con- 
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c * Toaſeg ences of it are ſo diſmal and dread- 
eque hence unavoidably follow the de- 

, — of the Miniſtry, the diſcouraging of 
Learning, the upholding of Idleneſs, the 
© neglect of Mens Souls, the Ignorance and 

* Irreligion of the People; and in ſhort, a 
Scandal to the Church and Religion, and a 
Wound to Mens Conſciences. Whence the 
Learned (*) Biſhop Stillingfleet concludes, 
* that in Point of Conſcience ( whatever the 
Laus of the Land may permit) wwe are cb. 
* liged to refide. And he adds, FJ it be left to 
* a Man's Conſcience, whether a Man. anſwers 
* bis Obligation more by Perſonal Attendance, 
© or by a Curate ; whether the Honour of Re- 

* ligion and the Good of Souls be more promo- 
ted, and the Peace of bis own Mind ſecured 
* by one or the other, it is no hard matter to 
Judge on which Side it muſt go, The Sum 
* of this great Man's Words | is this, that if 

* Miniſters will be Conſcientious, they muſt 
* refide, And as for the Work they are to 
do, if they can perform it by being at a 
great Diſtance from their Flock, nay, by 

* not coming at them, they can do more than 

© the Primitive Fathers of the Church, or: 
© the moſt Judicious Councils, or the moſt 
* Conſcientious Men ever thought could be 
© done. We may gueſs then at the Character 
of thoſe, who never ſce their Benefices, nor 
* come at thei Flock, unleſs it be to receive 
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the Profits. Theſe leave their Charge, as 
the O/trich her Eggs, are not concerned what 
becomes of them, They ſatisfy themſelves 
that they preach by Proxy, and do their 
Work by Journey-men, 
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ter Wealth and Lucre, but Ambition and 
Pride, and affecting Superiority over one 
another, are unbecoming the Character oſ 
the Gong: * Origen will tell us, that He 
that is called to the Office of a Biſhop, is not 
called to Principality, but to the Se 
the Church, It agrees not with thoſe that 
profeſs themſelves to be in a more peculiar 
manner the Servants and Subjects of him, 
whoſe Kingdom is not of this World to ſeek 
after Worldly Titles, Pomp, and Great- 
neſs, Our own Chronicles will acquaint us, 
that this hath been the inſeparable Fault 
of the Aſpiring Churchmen; and the Great 
Evils and Miſchiefs which followed there- 
upon are related at the ſame Time. We 
of this Age ſhall feel the fame, if our Pa- 
ſtors be not induced with a Spirit of Hu- 
mility and Condeſcention, not being as Lords 
d over God's Heritage, but being Enſamples to 
F © to the Flock, Luther after his Way expreſ- 
. © ſes the Matter thus, + God can ſometimes 
© endure Honour in Lawyers and Phyficians ; 
* but in Divines be will no Ways ſuffer Am- 


N ian. or Greedineſs of Honour. Theſe Qua- 


„ Homil, 2. in Eſa. + Collog. Menial. 


* Next, not only Avarice, and Hunting af- | 


vice of 


© Uties 
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© lities are inconſiſtent with the Deſign, and 
© Office of a True Churchman ; and Pride 
* will certainly obſtruct the Way to Con- 
verſion. When Auguſtine the Monk came 
I © over to preach the Chriſtian Faith to the 
* Britains, a Synod was convened in Order 
4 © to it; but when they met there, they be- 
1 © held him ſhining in his gay Veſtments, 


to do any Good upon Mankind, for the 
Function requires that they ſhew Humi- 
lity and Self-denml, and be modeſt in Ap- 
parel as well as other Things ; not pom- 
pous, and glittering like Jewiſb Higb- 
, of Prieſts, nor accouter'd like a Heathen Arch- 
Flamen; not ſtrutting in Powder'd Wigs, 
which vie Whiteneſs with the Surplice. 
Eſpecially the Preacher, the Evangelical 
Paſtor, who calls upon others to be hum- 
ble, and lowly minded, muſt be fo him- 
ſelf, Tho' he hath a Place afſigned him 
in the Church higher than the People, yet 
he is to demean himſelf as humbly, and 
ſubmiſſively as any of them. 


i - ſitting fixed on his Seat, and refuſing to 
II rife up, and to take Notice of the Bri- 
' 1% and Saxon Biſhops and Prieſts ; this 
II gave them a ſufficient Taſte of his vain, 
t J and haughty Spirit, and it is no Wonder 
r WM that the Synod proved ineffectual. Such 
K proud and gaudy Eccleſiaſticłs are not like 


© He is likewiſe to be careful not to ad- 
dict himſelf to an immoderate, and un- 
K 2 due 
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© due Uſe of the * Pleaſures and Delights of 
© Senſe. Among the Qualifications of thoſe 
© that were Publick Orators and Pleaders a- 
* mong the Athenians, this was one, Þ+ that 
* He be not an Effeminate, of Wanton Per- 
* ſon; for ſuch an One will adulterate the 
* Cauſe, and proſtitute the ay iu A- 
* mong the ſame People the Hierophgnte, 
that is, the Prieſts ufed to take a Doſe of 
Hemlock, to keep their Bodies cool and 
and chaſt. And generally among the Pa- 
gans it was provided, that this Rank of 
Men ſhould be Examples to others of So- 
briety, Continence, and Moderation. Much 
more then thoſe of the Sacred Miniſtry of 
the Gr/þel, are not to indulge themſelves in 
Impurity and Laſciviouſneſs, or in any De- 
grees of Luxury and Senſuality; they are 
not to give Way to any Kind of Exceſs, 
and Immoderation in any Sort of Pleaſures, 
Wherefore it is a ſcandalous Blot in Eccle- 
ſiaſtical Hiſtory on the Memory of Theo- 
pbyiact, the Patriarch of Conſtantinople, that 
he left his Office in the Church unfiniſhed, 
© and ran to his Stables, when one of his 
* Grooms came and told him, that his be- 
© loved Mare Phorbante had. foal'd. Thus 
much for Dr. Edwards, who, You muſt ac- 
knowledge, was a Learned, ' Judicious, and 
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truly Pious Divine; an Ornament to our bo- 
ly Feli gion, and the Church; he was bighl: 
Neri the Honours in it, and the great 
egard of his Brethren of it: For in all he 
ſaid, there appears no other Expreſſions 
ef Warmth, than what may be {aid to pro- 
ced from an holy Zeal for the Glory of God, 
and the Good of the Souls hoth af-Minifters 


To copvince You he is not alone, I ſhall 
next offer to your Conſideration, what the late 
Learned, and Reverend Mr. Burkitt, Author 
of the Annotatiqns on the New Teftament, ſays 
upon this Head in his Note on Acts 20. 28. 
© Obſerve ( /ays he ) here is a twofold Duty, 
* and a 3 Motiye to enforce this Du- 
© ty.: The firſt Duty is, To take heed to them- 
* ſelves, The Second is, To tate heed of all 
* the Flock. The firſt Part ofa Miniſter's 
Duty is, To take heed to bimſeif. Committe 
* animam diligentibus ſuam ; lays St. Bernard, 
* He that neglects his awn Soul, will never 
© take a faithful Care of the Souls of others. 
8 muſt firſt look to ourſelves, that our 
© Judgments be ſound, our Hearts holy, and 
and our Lives exemplary. We muſt take 
© heed to ourſelves, that we be fit for the Em- 
ploymenr which we undertake. This is not 
* & Burden for a Child's Shoulder, He that 
* is himſelf a Babe in Knowledge, is altoge- 
* ther unfit to teach Men the Myſteries of 
* Salvation, Take we heed, that our Exam- 
ple doth not contradict our Doctrine; that 

"4 © our 


— 
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©. our Practice doth not give our Profeſſion - 
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the Lye; that we do, as well as teach; 
ot preach Angelical Sermons, and lead 
RT. - 
© Take heed unto yourſelves ; next he adds, 
And to all the Flock + That is, with a con- 


ſtant Care, and laborious Digilence, ac- 


quain them with their Duty ; inform them 
of their Danger; ſhew them where their 
Happineſs lies ; and the Way and Means 
of attaining it: And in Order to this, all 
the Flock muſt be known, that it may be 
heeded; and we muſt labour to be acquainted 
with the State of all our People as fully as 
we can. We muſt, as the Apoſtle before us 
did, viſit our People from Houſe to Houſe ; 
that we may know their Perſons, know 
their Inclinations, and know the Manner 
of their Converſation ; what Sins they are 
moſt in Danger of; what Temptations moſt | 
liable to; and what Duties they neglect for 
the Matter, or Manner of them; and give 
the beſt Encouragement, Directions, and 
Aſſiſtances we are able. (Let me here 


f/ay,)) Good Lord ! what will become of the 

oreateſt Part of the Preachers, that whol- 
Þ 

pray God to faſten a Conviction on the Mind 

of every Teacher that ſhall read this; and 

has neglected his Duty. | 


neglect moſt, if not all theſe Matters? 1 


Now Sir, what have You to ſay of, or a- 


gainſt theſe Two Laſt Divines ? They were 
both Men of Note, Eminent for Learning 


2 
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and Piety: They were exempted from Vour 
ſcandalous, and unjuſt Charge of being Di/z 
contented for Want of Ecclefiaſiical Prefer- 
ment, They were contented with what the 

had, they neither coveted, nor hunted after 
more, Their chief Care, and Concern was, 
how to diſcharge their Duties to God, them- 


ſelves, and their People with Faithfulneſs ; 


and ſet a good Example by their Lives and 
Poctrines: And whom neither of theſe could 
influence, they then pray'd for, and lamented. 
Their Piety and Concern ended not here, but 
were extended to their Plurality, and Non- 
 Rejiding Brethren, who are covetous for the 
Fleece of many Flocks ; but leave them as 
Sheep without a Shepherd ; or committing 


them to the Care of ſuch, whoſe Abilities and 


Performances are like their Wages poor in- 
deed ; and who, if they viſit from Houf, 

Houſe, it is too often to fill their Stomachs, 
and refreſh their Brains ; which their ſhort 
Allowance will not admit of : The Care of 
Souls being the leaſt of their Concerns. In 
the mean Time the Plura/ity and Ron-Refident 
Miniſter is indulging himſelf in Eaſe and Idle- 
neſs, in a better Living at a great Diſtance, or 
elſewhere looking out ſharp for further Pre- 
ferments. Thus we fee how cunningly, and 
cloſely, many of the Prieſthood endeavour to 
make their Gain of Godline/s, But they, who 
know their Duty, or have ſtrong Impreſſions 
of the Weightineſs of the Care of Souls, can- 
not but be affected with the Cateleſneſs, and 


Ne 
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Negligence of thoſe, who take thoſe Carb 
upon them, which the) cannot but know, 
they neither can, nor will Cen/crention ſly per- 
torm. Plurality and Non-R-/iding Care of 
Sonls, is much of a Piece with the Promiſes 
of many 'God-fathers and God-mothers, who 
promiſe Tings on Behalf of the Child, that 
they neither do, nor can perform for them- 
ſelves. This I mention to let You ſee, oy 
light and loofe ſome People are in Tings of 
the greateſt Moment; for while Some think 
they have diſcharg'd their Duties at the End 
of the Chriftening Ceremony; ſo the Others, 
when Inducted, after having given them a few 
Sermons, leave them with a Promiſe of re- 
turning to them at a proper Time; that is, 
when Motley is ready for them, or they have 
other Deſigfhs to ſerve. Sad Reflection this to 
a good Man, who has his End in his Eye, 
and the Proſpect of an Eternal World at no 
great Diſtance, whete a ſtrict Account muſt 
be given to the Judge of all the Earth, to 
think what the Plurality, and Non-Refident 
Clergy will have to ſay Fd themſelves, when 
they cannot anſwer, Lord, here am I, and 

the People under my Care. 1 | 
To what theſe two Divines have ſaid, I 
ſhall ſubjoin the Holy Rejolutions of that late 
Excellent Prelate, Biſhop Beveridge; which, 
as they ſtand on one hand a Proof of his ſin- 
cere Piety to God, and willing Pains for the 
People undet his Care; ſo are they, on.the 
other hand, « ſtanding, and ſevere Reproof 
1 =D to 
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to thoſe of the Miniſterial Function, who 
have little, or no Regard to the Souls of the 
People committed to their Charge ; and over 
whom, they will upon ſome Occaſions pretend, 
the Holy Ghoſt has made them Overſecrs. But 
as this Right Reverend Father expreſſes him- 
ſelf in the moſt pathetick Terms, I here de- 
liver them in his own Words as follow, 


And here I cannot but declare ( /avs the 


* Biſhop*) that ever ſince I knew what it was 
to ſtudy, I have found by Experience, that 
Spiritual and intellectual Pleaſures do as fur 
ſurpaſs thoſe that are temporal and ſenſual, 
as the Soul does the Body. And, for this 
Reaſon, as I always thought the Study and 
Profeſſion of Divinity to be the nobleſt and 
moſt agreeable of all Others, as carrying 
with it its own. Encouragement and Re- 
ward; ſol have often wondered with my- 
ſelf, that the greateſt Perſons in the World 
ſhould not be deſirous, and ambitious of 
exerciſing their Parts in the Study of this 
neceſſary; as well as ſublime Science; and 
even devoting themſelves to the Profeſ- 
ſion of it. For, do they aſpire after Ho- 
nour? What greater Honour can there be, 
than to be the Mouth of GOD to the Peo- 
ple, and of the People unto GOD; to have 
the Moſt High himſelf, not only to ſpeak 
y them, but in them too? What greater 
Honour, than to have a Commiſſion from 


!.. MA SY The, Jo. A... 


* A A A A * A A * A * 


* * Bp Beveridge's private Thoughts, Reſolut. V. p. 145. 
L the 


3 


A A * * A A A * * * 


U TP ar Www Ty 1 + W/ To 


the King of Kings, to repreſent Himſelf be- 
for His People and call upon them in His 
MN ve, to turn from the Error of their Ways; 


2d wilk in the Paths of GOD to everlaſt- 


ing Glory ? Whac greater Honour than to 
be an Inſtrument, in His Hand, to bring 
poor Souls from the Gates of Hell, to ſet 
them among Princes in the Court of Hea- 
ven ? Do they thirſt after Pleaſures? What 
greater Pleaſure can they have, than to make 
it their Buſineſs to feed themſelves and o- 

chers, with the Bread and Water of Life. 
* Bn: ſtay, my Soul, let not thy Thoughts 
run only upon the Dignity of thy Function, 
and the Spiritual Pleaſures that attend the 
faithful Diſcharge of it; but think, like- 
wiſe upon the ſtrict Account thou muſt give 
of it in another Life: The ſerious Conſide- 
ration of which, as it cannot but be a great 
Comfort to the true and faithful Paſtor, 
who has diligently fed his Flock with the 
fincere Milk of GOD's Word; fo muſt it be 
a great Terror and Confuſion to the ſloth- 
fal and negligent, the falſe and deceitful 
Diſrenſers of the Divine Myſteries, who 
have either careleſly loſt, or treacherouſly 
deluded, the Souls of thoſe committed to 
their Charge, which they muſt, one Day, 
anſwer for, as well as for their own. And, 
therefore that nothing of this Kind may 
ever be laid to my Charge, I ſolemnly pro- 
miſe and reſolve, before GOD, ſo to de- 
mean myſelf in the Exerciſe of my Mini- 
* ſterial 
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ſterial Function, as to make the Care of 


Souls, eſpecially of thoſe committed io my 
Charge, the chief Study and Buſineſs of 
my Life. | 

And that without Partiality or Excep- 
tion ; I muſt not ſingle out ſome of the 
beſt of my Flock ; ſuch as I have the high- 
eſt Reſpect for, or have received the great- 
eſt Obligations from; but minifter to every 
one, according to their ſeveral Neceſſiries, If 
I meet with Men of Knowledge and Vertue, 
my Buſineſs muſt be to confirm and eſtabliſh 
them therein; if with thoſe that are igno- 
rant and immoral, to teach and inſtruct them 
in the Ways of Religion, and by all Means 
poſſible, to reclaim and reduce them to the 
Exerciſe of their Duty ; always remem- 
bring, that as the Bleſſed IEsus, the great 


: Shepherd and Biſhop of our Souls, was not ſent, 
* ſave to the loſt Sheep of the Houſe of Iſrael; 
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and came not to call the Righteous, but Sin- 
neas to Repentance ; ſo it is the indiſpenſable 
Duty of his Apoſtles and Miniſters, ( and 
by the Grace of GOD, I ſhall make it mine) 


to follow His Example in this Particular ; 


to ſpare no Time nor Pains in the Refor- 
mation of Sinners, though it be never ſo irk- 
ſome and difficult to accompliſh ; even tho 
I ſhould meet with ſuch as the Prophet Da- 
vid ſpeaks of, who hate to be reformed, and 
caſt my Words behind them. And, therefore, 
as I know it is my Duty, ſo I ſhall always 


endeavour to take Pleaſure in the ſeveral Of- 


L 2 * fices 
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fices I perform of this Kind, 70 frengthen the 
weak, heal the wounded, and bind up the bro- 
ken Heart; to call in thoſe that err and go 
aſtray, and to ſcek and ſave thoſe that are 
* To theſe Ends, tho' Preaching is, with- 
out doubt, a moſt excellent and uſeful, as 
well as neceſſary Duty, (eſpecially, if it be 
perform'd, as it ought, with Zeal and Reve- 
rence, and the Doctrine applied and preſs'd 
home, with Sincerity of Affection) yet, I 
ſhall not think it ſufficient to inſtruct m 

People only from the Pulpit, but take all 
Opportunities to inſtil good Thoughts and 
Principles into their Minds in my private 
Converſation, I know, it is impoſſible for 
all Miniſters frequently to viſit every parti- 
cular Perſon or Family in their Pariſh, there 
being, in ſome Pariſhes, eſpecially in and 
about London, ſo many thouſands of Souls : 
But, howſoever, if it ſhould pleaſe the Lord, 
to call me to ſuch a Flock, though I can- 


not viſit all, I ſhall viſit as many as I can; 


eſpecially, thoſe that are ſick and infirm, 
and be ſure to fred them with the ſincere 
Milk of the Word, ſuch as may turn to their 
ſpiritual Nouriſhment, and make them grow 
in Grace, and in the Knowledge of our Lord 
and Saviour JE&Us CHRIST. I will not fill 
their Heads with ſpeculative Notions and 
Niceties in Divinity; ( which, among the 
leſs judicious, are very often the Occaſion | 
of Hereſy and Error, and ſometimes alſo, 


of 
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of Deluſion and DiſtraQtion : ) But my chief 
Care ſhall be to inſtruct them in thoſe ne- 
© ceflary Truths, which their Cłriſtian Faith 
< indiſpenſably obliges them to know and be- 
< lieve, and preſs them to the Performance 
* of thoſe Duties, without which they cannot 
be ſaved; meekly aud impartially reproving 
© the particular Vices they are moſt inclined 
and addicted to, and chearfully encouraging 
and improving whatever virtuous Actions 
they are, any of them, exemplary in, and 
Whatever good Habits and Inclinations the 
* Divine Grace has put into their Hearts. 
And ſince Love and Charity is the great 
© Characteriſtick of our Profeſſion, the Bond 
and Cement of all other Chriſtian Duties; 
in order to make my Miniſtry the more ſuc- 
© ceſsful, I reſolve, in the laſt Place, not only 
to avoid all Differences and Diſputes with 
them myſelf, but amicably to compoſe all 
* ſuch as may ariſe among the Neighbours. 
In a word, I ſhall make it my Endeavour, 
in all Things, ſo to approve myſelf as a 
faithful Minifter, both in Life and Doc- 
* trine, before them, that at the laſt Day, 
* when the great GOD ſhall call for my Pa- 
riſh, and myſelf to appear before him, I 
* may be fitly prepared to give an Account of 
© both; at leaſt, to anſwer for as many of 
* them as He requires ; and may, with Joy 
* and Comfort, pronounce this Sentence of 
* my Saviour, if it may, without Offence, be 
* applied to his Miniſters, Behold, 1 —— 
1 


1781 


* Children which thou haſt given me. Thus 
much for this pious Prelate, and I ſincerely 
wiſh all his Clergy Breihren had taken the 
ſame holy Refolutions, and Practice; better, 
far better had it been for both Prieſts, and 


People ; the former would not only have a- 


voided all thoſe fad Reflections, occalion'd by 
their Defection in Doctrines, and Corruption 


in their Lives; but would have brought Glory 
to GOD, Honour and Increaſe to the Church, 
Comfort to their own Souls, and laſting Be- 
nefits to the Souls of their People ; whereas 
on the contrary, their Departure from the Re- 
formed Doctrines, and their irregular Con- 


duct, have occaſion'd the Separation of many 


from the Church, who might have been both 
an Honour, and Ornaments to it. 5 
Min. I perceive Mr. Methodiſt, u have 
had much upon your Mind the Conduct of ſome 
of the Clergy; and throughout this whole Con- 
verſation You have not been wanting to declare 
it: And to ſupport your Reflections, You have 
induſtriouſly furniſt d Yourſelf with ſome par- 
ticular Authors ( who have been ſomething more 
cautious in their Conduct) to confirm in great 
Meaſure what You alledged concerning them ; 
all which I have heard with much Patience : 
But as theje Ecclefiaſticks You thus hint at, may 
think themſelves above your Reproof, and muſt 
anſwer for themſelves ; would it not better ſuit 
the Character of a Chriſtian, to throw over 
them the Mantle of Love, and rather conceal 
their Defeòis, than expoſe them to publick View z 
ef 
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rather exaſperate, than reclaim them. 
Meth. I aſſure You, Sir, I have not had 


the Conduct of many of the Clergy more on 
my Mind, than they themſelves ought to have 
had upon their own Hearts; and in the Pre- 


ſence of Almighty God I declare it, that what 


I have ſaid concerning them proceeds from 


pure Love, and Faithfulneſs to their Souls: 
And herein I have acted no other Part than 
that of a faithful, chriſtian Man ; who, if he 
had ſeen his Neighbeur's Houſe on Fire; or, 
a blind Man running into a Precipice; would 
have cry'd out, or endeavour d to prevent the 
Danger; or, of a skilful and faithful Surge n, 
who opens the Wound to ſearch, and cleanſe 
it, to prevent a Mortification. You cannot 
be ignorant, as Vou are of the ſacred Func- 
tion, how great the Care of, and Concern for 
Souls ought to be, to Thoſe that take that 


Care upon them: It muſt affect the Heart of a 


good Man, to think how light that Care ſits on 
the Minds of many Preachers; that They, who 


miniſter at God's Altars; Who know, or ought 


to know the Terrors of the Lord; and that They 
muſt appear before the Fudgment Seat of Chriſt, 
to receive according to what abey have 
done, whether good, or bad; ſhould yet be ſo re- 
gardleſs of their Duty to God, themſelves, and 
their People; and unmindful of that Great, 

and Awful Day of the Lord. 
The Anſwer of Bernard Gilpin, to Tunſtal, 
Biſhop of Durham, deſerves our Notice: _ 
re- 


eſpecially, when all You ſay againſt them will 
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Prelate, being his Uncle, offer'd him a _— 
ation to be abſent from his Living; to which 
the faithful Man replv'd, that He fear'd when 
| he came to ſtand before Chriſt's Tribunal, it 
would not ſerve his Turn lo plead a Diſpen- 
ſation, | | | 
The Conſideraton of theſe Things mov'd 
the pious Mr, Whitefield thus to expreſs him- 
ſelf in his Tourna III. p. 75. It is moft noto- 
r10us, that for tie moralizing Iniquity of tbe 
Prieſts, the Land mourns. We have preached 
and lived many j;ncere Perſons out of our Com- 
nunion, I have new cenverſed with ſeveral of 
the beſt of all Denominations : Many of them 
ſolemuly proteſt, that they went from the Church, 
becauſe they could not find Food for their Souls; 
they jos among us, till they were ſtarved out, 
T know, this Declaration will expoſe me to the 
Ill-ævill, not of all my Brethren, but of all my 
indolent, earthly- minded, pleaſure- taking Bre- 
thren. But was T not to ſpeał, the very Stones 
would cry out againſt them, Speak therefore I 
muſt, and will, and will not ſpare, God look 
to the Event. Whatever becomes of the Paſtors 
who feed themſelves, and not the Flock, I have 
born my Teſtimony, I have deliver d my own 
Scul. 1 ſhall here inſert a Copy of ſome Reaſons 
givan by ſeveral young Men to their Pariſh-Mi- 
niſter, for their Difſenting from the Church; as 
we find them in a Book, Intitled, The D:ſenting 
Laity pleading their own Cauſe ; Part of which 
will ſerve to corroborate what this young, and 
pious Divine has juſt before ſaid. | 


A 


er! 


4 Copy of ſome Reaſons given to a Pariſh- 
| Miniſter, about Fifty Years age, by ſome 
Young Men, who were demanded to (hew 
Cuaſe for Leaving the Pariſh-Church, and 
produce ſome Reaſons for their continued 
Non- conformity. 


H O' we an the preſent Church of 
England to be a true Church in the 
main, with reſpect to the Doctrines and Eſ- 
ſentials of the Chriſtian Religion; yet we ſee 
Cauſe to diſſent from Her upon other Ac- 
counts, as we told Vou at our laſt Meeting: 
And; according to your Demand, we here 
offer You ſome Reaſons for our Diflenting 
and Nenconformity ; 3 which pleaſe to take as 
follows; 
* Reaſon I, Becauſe, after the 1 moſt dili- 
gent and impartial Search i into Scripture ( and 
other chriſtian Means made uſe of) we can't 
find the Conſtitution of that. Church from 
hieb we diſſent, and unto which You invite 
us to return, to be a pure Goſpel Conſtitu- 
tian ; and we are fully per ſuadedi in our Minds, 
that thoſe Diſſenting Churches, with which 
we now join, come nearer the Pattern in the 
Mount, and have more of a Goſpel Conſti- 
tution in em: And therefore to conform to 
your 
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your Church, would bring us under Guilt 
every Way, both in deſerting thoſe Churches 
of which we are ſo well perſuaded, and joining 
with ſuch a Church wherein we are not at all 
fatisfied ; for the Scripture tells us, that What- 
bever is not of Faith is Sin. Rom. 14. 23.” 
« Reaſon II. Becauſe we ſee a great De- 
ficiency in the Government, ' Diſcipline, and 
Order of your Church, on many Accounts ; 
the Particulars are too many to be inſiſted on 
at preſent, neither are You ignorant of 'em, 
Matter of Fact being ſo plain, that tis la- 
inented by ſome ſerious Men of your own 
Party; as the Biſhop of Hereford, in his Na- 
Led Truth; and Others. We read of Goſpel- 
Order and Diſcipline in Pauls Epiſtles a- 
mong Goſpel- Churches, but we can't find it 
in your Church; and therefore we ſeek it 
etfewhere : For we ought to walk in Church- 
Fellowſhip, according to Goſpel - Rule and 
Order. Col; 2, 5, 1 Cor. 14. 10. 
„ Reaſon III. Becauſe we are not allow'd 
the Liberty of chooſing our own Paſtors, but 
muſt receive ſuch (and only ſuch) as are 
put upon us by other Men, without our own 
Knowledge, Conſent, or Approbation; Which, 
we think, is a Kind of Lording it over God's 
Heritage, and highly unreaſonable : For if 
People may chooſe their Phyf#an, their Coun- 
fellor, or Lawyer, why not their Paſtor and 
Teacher; which is of far greater Moment? 
It looks too much like a Branch of Popery, 
that we muſt ſtill ſee with other Mens Eyes ; 
3 an 
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and be ſo far impos d on, as to be purely paſ- 
ſive in ſuch an Affair; and take up with any 
Thing for a Miniſter, that the Intereſt, or 
Humour of a Dioceſan, or Patron thinks fit 
to throw upon us, without asking any further 
Queſtions,” 3 

* Reaſon IV. Becauſe of Non-edification 
by the preaching of ſuch Miniſters, as oft- 
times we muſt fit under in our Country Pa- 
riſh - Churches, from whoſe Diſcourſes we 
can find little, or no Profit or Advantage ; 
it being ſo ſorrily adapted to the ſpiritual 
Wants of poor Sinners, that it is more likely 
to ſtarve than to feed em. We have too of- 
ten met with Fruſtration on this Account, in 
the Pariſh-Churches ; we come hungry, and 
return empty ; we come for Bread, and are 
put off with Husks; we come with drooping 
Souls, oppreſt with a Senſe of Sin, perplex'd 
with Doubts and Fears, ſpiritual Straits and 
Burthens ( which Country Curates ſeldom 
groan under) and they give us a Diſh of dry 
Inſipids to relieve us, as ſavoury as the White 
of an Egg; with a Paſſage now and then out 
of Cato and Plato very little to the Purpoſe, 
and as little underſtood. Inſtead of the pure 
Goſpel, we have a very fine Flouriſh of Armi- 
nianiſm, and People are ſet a working hard, 
but without Hands or Strength ; You may read 
as good Divinity in one of Seneca's Chapters: 
Sometimes the Sermon is fill'd up with Raile- 
ry and bitter Invectives againſt Diſſenters; and 
the Danger of a ( ſnppos'd ) Schiſm is more 
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inſiſted on, than the Danger of being Uncon- 
verted ; for that's a Point ſeldom touched on. 
And this hungry Feeding many poor Coun- 
try Pariſhes muſt live on round the Year. 
And this one ſingle Reaſon, duly conſider'd, 
will abundantly juſtifie eur Separation from 
your Church ( upon the Account of Non-edi- 
fication ) and has more Weight and Strength 
in it than all Opponents can overthrow.” 
For tis moſt certain, that Chiſtians are 
under the greateſt Obligations of getting 'p- 
ritual Benefit and Advantage in their Soals, 
in Order to an Eternal World; and conſe- 
quently to apply themſelves to the apteſt 
Means for the Attaining ſuch an End: This 
is ſo highly rational, that tis preſum'd no 
Man of folid Senſe will diſpute it. 
How unaccountable is it, that we muſt 
be ty'd up to our Pariſh-Church and Pariſh- 
Prieſt (right or wrong) when we can gain 
no real Benefit or Advantage ? For hereby 
the main End of Hearing is fruſtrated, to our 
{ſpiritual Damage and Detriment. 

We ſee Men are wiſer in worldly Mat- 
ters than You will allow us to be for better 
Things: A Man that's ſick will not apply to 
an unskilful Doctor, becauſe he lives in the 
Pariſh'; but to One that underſtands his Ma- 
lady, and can preſcribe proper Medicines : 
If one Cook dreſs but ſorry Meat, Men will 
repair to another that provides better Accom- 
modations : If one Fair or Market does not 
anſwer our End, we leave it, and frequent 


others: 
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others: And why may not People be as wiſe 
for Spirituals as for Temporals; for the Con- 
cerns of Eternity, as for the Things of Time 
and Senſe ? ” 


« And tho' God can work without Means, 


or by dull unlikely Means, or by contrary 
Means, yet that's no Rule for us to go by ; 
for, more generally ſpeaking, he makes uſe 
of proper Means and Inſtruments to effect 
his Deſigns: And 'tis obſerv'd, that Godly 
and Experienc'd Miniſters are moſt frequent- 
ly crown'd with Succeſs, and made inſtru- 
mental tor the Good of Souls. And there- 


fore that blind Notion that ſome People have 


imbib'd, of keeping cloſe to their Pariſh- 
-hurch at any Rate, does favour ſo much 


of Ignorance, Bigotry, and Superſtition, that 


'tis fit only to be rejected with Contempt and 
Scorn, But however, let Others act herein 
as they pleaſe, we ſhall not be guilty of ſuch 
a Piece of egregious Folly, to ſtarve our Souls 
out of Compliment and mere Ceremony, to 
— the Good-will of the Parſon of the Pa- 
riſh. 5 ä 
 * Reaſon V. Becauſe of the Un- goſſ 
Life and Practice of too many of our Rau- 
Country Levites: And herein we might ex- 
patiate, but ſhall at preſent abridge ourſelves. 
And indeed, the carnal Converſation of thoſe 
ſpiritual Men has (we doubt not) made, and 
confirm'd a great Number of Diſſenters of ſe- 
veral Parties; and therefore You have the leſe 
Reaſon to exclaim againſt them for ſepara- 
| ting 
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ting from your Church; ſince You had ſo 
great a hand in driving them away by an un- 
_ exemplary Converſation. 

* Goſpel Miniſters are called the Lights of - 
the World *, but when thoſe Lights are Dark- 
neſs, how great is that Darkneſs ! They are 
call'd the Salt of the Earth, but when this 
Salt has loſt its Savour, the Earth is corrupted, 
and not ſeaſon'd hereby. Miniſters are not 
only to preach in the Pulpit once a Week, 
but alſo to preach by their Practice all the 
Week, for oft-times Example is more win- 
ning than Precept ; but if thoſe who are to 
be Examples to the Flock F give them a bad 
Example inſtead of a good one, 'tis common- 
ly of pernicious conſequence ; for, when the 
blind lead the blind, both fall into the Ditch. 
Mat. 15. 14. 

* We do acknowledge, that there are ſome 
ſerious godly Miniſters that preach in the Pa- 
riſh Churches; theſe we do heartily eſteem 
and highly reverence, as the Miniſters of 
Chriſt; but, if we may believe our own Eyes, 
Ears, and common Obſervation, we have cauſe 
to fear, that too many who are ſtiled Goſpel 
Miniſters never felt the ſaving Power of Goſ- 
pel Grace in their Hearts, but remain Stran- 
gers to it: For we are apt to believe, where 
true Grace is radicated in the Heart, it will 
have a kindly Influence on the whole Man, 
and regulate the Converſation ſomewhat a- 


6 Mat. 5. th. [+ et. f. 8, . 19. 16. 
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greeable to the Goſpel * ; For a good Tree 
will produce ſome good Fruit, Mat. 7. 17. 
What very Strangers are many of thoſe 
Men we reflect on to any Heart-work, ſpiri- 
tual Experience, ſenſible Aſſurance, Commu- 
nion with God, Cc. nay, ſome of them have 
told us, That Diſcourſes of this Nature was 
Canting Fanaticiſm, Enthuſiaſm, whimſical 
Conceits, and what not; ſo that we muſt not 
expect they ſhould ſpeak in the Apoſtles Dia- 
lea, Truly our Fellowſhip is with the Father, 
and with bis Son Feſus Chriſt, 1 Joh. 1. 3. 

They talk of divine Things at a Diſtance, 
without any ſpiritual Taſte or inward Sen- 
ſation; but can't recommend thoſe Things 
to us from any Experience they have had of 
the Power, and Sweetneſs of them upon their 
own Souls; that's canting Fanatici/m, They 
give us ſomething like a Map, or a dull Scheme 
of divine Things ; much like a Geographer, 
who treats of Countries he never ſaw, nor 
taſted their delicious Fruits, But how poor- 
ly muſt thoſe Flocks be led and fed, who 
have no better Guides and Feeders | And 
therefore, we ſeek out for ſome better Paſtors 
and Paſtures, to preſerve our needy Souls both 
from ſtarving and loſing. 

% Reaſon VI. Becauſe every Man is un- 
der the higheſt Obligation to offer the beſt 
he hath to God, in Matters of divine Wor- 


* Pal. 1. 3. + 1 Pet. 2. 3. Pfal. 34. 8. f Mal. 1. 7. 
1 John 3, 20, 21. 
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ſhip, and to be faithful to his own Light, 
Judgment, or Conſcience; But we are not 
perſuaded in our Minds and Conſciences, that 
your Mode or Way of Worſhip is the Beſt; 
the moſt Pure, Spiritual, Evangelical, and 
_ freeſt from Mixtures and Corruption, And 
tho' You often tell us, that your Conſtitution 
and Mode is every Way the beſt, that does 
not at all ſatisfy, until You have prov'd. it to 
be ſo, which is yet to do as much as ever; 
we want ſome better Authority than your 
bare Say-ſo; before we inſert” it in our Creed: 
And therefore, we ſhall continue to worſhip 
God in the ſame Way and Manner we now: 
do, becauſe tis beſt; according to our Judg- 
ment and Conſcience, '* ri 11.03% 288 0 
« Reaſon VII. Becauſe, as the or 
are the only Rule of Faith and; Worſhip, *, 
ſo we are to walk by that Rule as near as we. 
can, without deviating either to the right 
Hand or the left. But we find many Things 
in your Mode or Manner of Worſhip, for 
which we can find no Scripture ; and yet 
You would impoſe them on us; as Neceflary 
Terms of Communion ! You will not bap- 
tize our Children without the Aerial Sigh of. 
the Croſs, Fide-jufſors, or Goſſips, and yet can't 
produce a Word of Scripture for one, or the 
other; nor admit us to the Dorus Tabla un- 
leſs we kneel, as if we were paying, Homage 
to Elements; or did believe the Doctrine of 


0 Deut. 4. 2. Prov. go. 6. Iſa. 30 at; | | 
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Tranſubſtantiation, with which the Practice 
of Kneeling at the Sacrament bears equal 
Date, and is not a Day older; fo Peter Mar- 


tyr tells us, Propter Tranſubſtantionem & 


realem Preſentiam invecta eſt in Eccleſiam, 
Church-Hiſtory tells us “, in Chry/o/tcm's 
Time, and before that in Tertullian's Time, 
the People ſtood at the Altar in Receiving ; 
tho” it is moſt evident from the firſt Inſtitu- 
tion, that they to k it in a Table-poſture, 
after the Few/h Manner of fitting and eating; 
for 'tis ſaid, that Chrift fate down, and the 
twelve Apoſtles with him. Luke 22. 14, If 
they ſate down, they did not kneel down; 
but ſatè in a Table-poſture. Certainly, the 
Poſture of Chriſt himſelf and his Diſciples, 
at the firſt Inſtitution of this Ordinance, is 
the beſt Copy to write after; and to uſe a 
different Poſture out of choice, is a more tacit 
Reflection on the firit Inſtitutor; as if we 
could conceive a more humble, proper, and 
becoming Geſture than that Chriſt has left us 
from his own Example, and that of his che- 
ſen Diſciples. Socraz's tells us +, That the 
primitive, Chriſtians did partake of the Lord's 
Supper in a Table- poſture, eating of it at their 
Love-Feaſts ; and Pareus aſſerts the ſame 
from Antiquity, And tho' we cau lay no 
Streſs on Poſtures and Geſtures, yet we think, 
that ſince this novel Practice was brough. in 
by the Papiſts, it ſhould be thrown out by 


* Hoſpin, de Orig. Temp. I. 2. c. 2. + Socrat. l. 5. 
Part 1. p. 208. 
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Proteſtants, We would fain know for whom 
that Ordinance was inſtituted, and whoſe 
Table it is; if it be the Lord's Table, why 
then are not the proper Perſons admitted or 
excluded, only on his Terms, without Addi- 
tion or Diminution ? But we can get no An- 
ſwer. Much leſs do we find, that ever Chriſt 
authorized You to adminiſter thoſe. ſacred 
Myſteries by way of Teſt, to a Man, who 
comes more out of Love to an Office, than out 
of Love to the Ordinance, Tis obvions from 
Scripture, that this Ordinance was deſign'd 
to commemorate the Paſſion of Chriſt , to 
maintain Fellowſhip and Communion among 
| real Saints, and confirm them in the Faith of 
the Goſpel ; and not to be made ſubſervient 
to qualify Men for ſecular Employments : 
You can't in Conſcience believe it had any 

ſuch mean Deſign, ” 
Neither can we find any Scripture for 
Bowing before a dead Altar, or toward the 
Eaſt, at the Communion-Table (as You do) 
nor at the Syllables of the Name TFe/us; or 
to read Prayers in a Surplice, as if 'twas moſt 
decent for a Man to wear his Shirt upon his 

Cloaths, 

1 Nor can we find any Countenance from 
Scripture for keeping of Holydays ( falſly fo 
call'd ) but rather an Inhibition. Gal. 4. 10, 
11. Rom. 14. 4, 5. And 'tis obſerv'd ln Po- 
piſb Countries, where Feſtivals and Holydays 


* Luke 22. 19. 1 Cor. 11. 24, 25+ 1 Cor. 10. 16, 17, 
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are much minded; that not Piety, but rather 


Profaneneſs, Debauchery and Poverty, are 
hereby promoted; which ſhould deter us from 


Imitation. 


FThe Centuriſts of Magdenburg aſſure us &, 
That neither the Apoſtles, nor any Apoſto- 
lick Men, did ever give Chriſtians any Laws 
or Rule for obſerving any other Day or Days 
than the Lord's Day. And they tell us out 
of Origen, That it is unlawful for Chriſtians 
to obſerve the Feaſts or Solemnities either of 

ews or Gentiles, We can find no conſecra- 
ted Ground, Garments, Fonts, and Utenſils 
for Divine Service, in all Paul's Epiſtles; 
and we dare believe that the School of Ty- 
rannus, where Pail preached for ſome Time, 
was never conſecrated, any more than the 
Ground was by the River- ſide where Lydia 
was converted, As 19. 9. & 16,15, 

© We have look'd diligently thorow the 
New Teſtament, and turn'd from Chapter to 
Chapter, to find ſomething ſaid about Lent, 


Rogation-Week, Ember-Week, Palm, Shrove, - 


and Advent Sundays, Holy Times and Saints- 
Eves, Wedneſdays and Fridays Faſts, &c. but 
we can't find one Word of thoſe Matters ei- 
ther expreſs'd or imply'd, and therefore we 
are not fond of thoſe Trinkets. 

« Neither do we find Sacerdotal Attire 


touch'd on by the Apoſtle, as Gowns, __ 


Surplice, Four-corner'd Caps, as we ſee them 


+ Magd. Cen, 2. e, 6. p. 119, Cent. 3. p. 137. 
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in Cathedrals; where a Fry of jolly — 
entertain us with a charming Noife of Vocal 
and Inſtrumental Muſick, as if met together 
for Diverſion, whoſe Religion lies all in an 
Anthem, or Antiphone, but ſomewhat alter- 
nately +; for they chaunt It forth in the Ca- 
thedral one Part of the Day, and quaver it 
out at the Ply-bouſe the other z which ſeems 
a little Incongruous, But however, we have 
Reaſon for our Non-compllance in thoſs Mat- 

ters, becauſe they are all non- ſeriptural, * 
% Reaſon VIII. Beeauſe You would Im- 
»8fe on us Lliurglek Forms in Publick Wer- 
{i without any divine Warrant, Preſerlpt, 
or Example; which is not only to invade our 
Chriſtian Liberty, and tye us up where Chriſt 
hath left us free, but alſo a prohibiting Men 
from uſing the Gifts God has given them for 
Edification, and conſequently an oppoſing the 
Apoſtle's Exhortation, 1 Pet. 4. 10. As every 
Man hath received the Gift, even ſo Ow 
the ſome one to another, as good Stewards of 
the manifold Grace of God, And tho' extra- 
ordinary Gifts are ceaſed, yet common and 
ordinary Gifts are not ceaſed, and (among 
other Gifts) the Gift of Prayer: For twould 
look ſtrange to imagine, that now, in the 
Goſpel- day, Chriſt ſhould ſo far withdraw 
the common Preſence, and Gifts of his Spi- 
Tit from his Churches, as that a Goſpel Mi- 
. niſter ſhould not be able to put up a Prayer 


＋ As at Weſtminſter, 
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to God for the People ſuitable to the Occa= 
fion, withont a Form made to his Hand: 
Pray how does this comport with a Multi- 
tude of Promiſes + made by Chriſt to his 
Churches and Miniſters in Goſpel-times? Or, 
if there muſt be a ſtinted Form, how, by 
What Gift, did the Compoſer indite that 
Form ? If by a common Gift, then why may 
hot a Man uſe his own Gift, as well as that 
of another! Why mult one Man be ty'd up 
to the Werds of another Man In Prayer? Or 
this Age of Chriſtians have a Form made them 
by the laſt Age of Chriſtians, any more than 


the preſent Age ſhould confine, and bind up 


the ſucceeding one ? Since Chriſt has left us 
at Liberty in thoſe Matters, why ſhould we 
bind up each other? , 

And tho' ſome Proteſtant Churches a- 
broad, have their Liturgies, yet they are not 
impos'd on all, ( which is the Thing You 
drive at) or, if they are, we may demand, 
Quo jure? Thoſe Churches are no more a 
Rule to us in the preſent caſe, than they are 
to You in other Matters; for Chri/t is the 
Lord and Law-giver to his Churches, neither 
is our Fear, or Worſhip of him to be taught 
by the Preecpts of Men. | We deſire to walk 
in Scripture Light as near as we can, in this, 
as in other Matters; but we can't find the 
leaſt Ground in Scripture for ſtinted Forms 
of Prayer, St, Paul tells us, We know not 


+ Jer. 31.34. Hab. 2.14. Jer. 23. 4. John 14. 16. 
Eph. 4. 11. rt Cor. 12. 7. 2 Tim. 1. 6. 1 Ifa. 33. 22. 
Mat. 15 9. Ia. 29. 13. 
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what to pray for as we ought, Rom, 8. and 
we do verily believe, that he never made any 
Form of Prayer for any Miniſter, Church, 
or Churches ; for if he had, 'tis preſum'd, we 
ſhould have had ſome Intimation about it, 
ſomewhere or other in his Epiſtles. Neither 
can we think that excellent Prayer, which 
Chriſt dictated to his Diſciples, whilſt in their 
Minority, was to be uſed by them as a Form ; 
or that they were oblig'd to the ſame ſylla- 
bical Words, and not Words of like Import. 
Chriſt tells them elſewhere, that their Com- 
munication ſhould be yea, yea; and nay, nay; 
does it therefore follow, they muſt keep to 
thoſe Syllables, and not uſe other Terms of 
like Import? So God bids his People to take 
with them Words in Prayer, Take away all 
Iniquity, and receive us gractonſly, Hoſ. 14. 2. 


Hut can we infer from thence, that they muſt 


always ſay them very Words when they pray, 
or that they may not expreſs themſelves in 
other Words to the ſame purpoſe? If we com- 
pare the two Evangeliſts by athew and Luke, 
we find them to differ in Words as to the 
Lord's-Prayer, in more Points than one; 
which intimates, that we are not obliged to 
Words and Syllables, Chriſt was not ſo much 
for teaching his Diſciples Words, as Things 
for 'twas a heavenly Directory in the great 
Work of Prayer, what we ought to ſeek at 


God's Hands, and what Frame of Heart is 


+ Mat, 6, Luke 11, 
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requir'd in every Prayer we make; which 

» ſhould ſtrike a greater Awe on the carnal Mob 

or Multitude, who. chattex over that Prayer 

ſo many Timesa Day, without any due Senſe 

or Sexiouſneſs, as if they were the Diſciples 

for whom 'twas dictated, not conſidering, 

that their Practice contradicts this Prayer, and 

their Lives give their Lips the Lie every Day. 

A But this is not a Theme for a Pariſh -Pulpit. 

And tho' ſome of our Teachers do not ſay 

the Lord's Prayer as a Form, at the End of 
their other Prayers ( which is a great Fault, 
as You would make us believe in your Let- 

ter ; ) but herein You talk more like a Child 

in a Frock, than like a Man in a Gown ; 

your Work is to prove, they are under a di- 

vine Obligation ſo to do; and when that's 

done, we dare undertake for them. 

e But we deny You, or any Man elſe, to 
from Scripture, or the pureſt Antiquity, 
that ever the Apoſtles, or any Teachers among 
the primitive Chriſtians, made Uſe of any 
Form of Prayer, one or other ; or, that the 
ſhut up their Prayers in the Aſſembly wit 
the Lord's Prayer; much lets popp'd down 
in the Pulplt on a ſudden, to ſay them Words : 

( as many of You do) as if then You were 
worſhiping ſome other God, with a diftering 
Mode and Geſture, What's this but a ſu- 
perſtitious Conceit of Words and Syllables, 
as if ſome Part of the Scripture were more 
ſacred and effectual than other; when tis all 
alike of Divine Authority? we © 
n 
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« And further, it is to be noted, that tho 
the Old-Teſtament-Believers were heard, and 
accepted thro' the ſame atoning Saviour, yet 
'twas not uſual with them to addreſs them- 
ſelves to God thro' Chriſt explicitely, for 
want of a clearer Light into the Myſtery of 
a God incarnate ; concerning which, the Diſ- 


ciples at that Time were much in the dark, 


as we find in the Goſpel, before Chriſt's Cru- 
cifixion. Now, that Prayer which Chriſt 
had taught them ſeems more properly ſuited 
to their preſent Light and State, who were 
yet under the Remains of that ſhadowy Diſ- 
penſation; but when the final Accompliſh- 
ment drew near, and their Light and Know- 
ledge greatly encreaſed, then we find Chriſt 
enjoins them to pray in his Name explicitely 

for there is no mention of Chriſt's Name in 
the Lord's Prayer) John 16. 24. Hitherteo ye 
have asked nothing in my Name; ask, that your 
Foy may be full. 

* Our Bleſſed Saviour, You ſee, when go- 
ing to leave the World, in giving his Diſci- 
ples the laſt Advice about Prayer and Invo- 
cation ; he does not point them back to the 
Form of Words given them ſome Time be- 
fore ( in their Nonage) as if thoſe Words 
muſt be ſaid by them as a Form as long as 
they liv'd ; no ſuch Thing can be deduc'd 
from Scripture, but rather the contrary. Hi- 
therto ( ſays. Chriſt ) you have askcd nothing in 
my Name: For when he gave them that ec el- 


lent Directory for Prayer, he did not then 
| die- 


| 


[ 97 ] 


dictate to them, to addreſs the Father in his 
Name explicitely, as You heard; their pre- 
ſent Sight and Conception of Things at that 
Time, could not ſo well take it in; but now 
he bids them pray to the Father in his Name 
more expreſly, and explicitely, than they had 
done heretofore ; to plead his Merits, and 
whole Undertaking, as the moſt prevalent Ar- 
gument with the Father, and moſt agreeable 
to a pure Goſpel-ſtate ; but without any ſet 
Form of Words given, that ever we could 
meet with, or ever ſhall. ” | 

% And tho' the Matter contain'd in the 
Lord's Prayer be a Rule and Directory as to 
the Matter of Prayer, and will be to the 
Church 'militant, even to the End of Time; 
and the Words and Phraſes to be uſed in 


Prayer, as other Scripture Expreſſions ; but 


not as a ſtinted Form of Words, which we 
are tied to uſe, and to ſay verbatim, that's re- 
mote from the genuine Senſe of Scripture *, 
Neither can we ſuppoſe that the Diſciples, 
after the Miſſion of the Holy Ghoſt, did at 
all uſe that Form of Words ; for the firſt 
Prayer we find them to make together as a 


Church, with one Accord, is recorded As 4. 


from the 24th to the 30th Verſe, but not any 
one Sentence of that Form of Prayer found 
in it; nor no mention made of that Form in 
the Acts of the Apoſtles, or in Paul's Epiſtles, 
er any where elſe : Doubtleſs, had it been ſet 


9 Rem. $8. a6.* Gal. 4, 6. 
O up 
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up for a ſtanding Form to all Chriſtians, to 
be uſed by them without Variation to the 
World's End, we ſhould have had ſome No- 
tice of it, either by Precept or Example. The 
Apoſtle exhorts Chriſtians to Prayer and Sup- 
plication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto 
with all Per ſeuerence; but not a Word of an 
ſtinted Form, one or other, is to be found in 
all his Writings, nor in the whole New Te- 
ſtament. And therefore, ſince we are under 
no ſacred Tye or Obligation from Scripture, 
to uſe any ſet Forms of Prayer in God's Wor- 
ſhip, much leſs are we obliged to accept of, 
and ſubmit to, any humane Forms, that any 
Party of Men would impoſe, 85 

« Tertullian tells us à, That he, and the 
Chriſtians in his Days, look'd up to Heaven, 
with their Hands ſtretebed out in the Chriſtian 
Aſſemblies, and made their Prayers ſine Moni- | 
tore, without a Directory, as coming from the 
free Motion of their Hearts, Tuſtin Martyr 
ſhews the manner of the Chriſtians in the 2 
cond Century, but no mention made of an 
Liturgy, or Form, one or other: For (aich 
he) He that inſtructed the People, prayed ac- 
cording to his Ability. 

“ Socrates tells us +, That among all the 
Chriftians of that Age, ſtarce two were to be 
found that uſed the ſame Words in Prayer : 
And yet we are apt to think, that the Chri- 


* Epheſ. 6. 18. + Tertul. Apol. e. 30. Ep. 121, Apol. 2, 
57. the 5 apa. pol. 2, 
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ſtiar of thoſe Days pray d better without- book 
than You do with one, But if You want a ful- 
ler Account of thoſe Matters, a Lay-Brother 
of ours will better inform your Judgment, in 
his Book, Intituled De Laune's Plea for the 
Non-Conformiſts. © : 

_ © Reaſon IX. Becauſe we have for ſome 
Time paſt, ſeen Cauſe to relinquiſh that Mode 
and Manner of Worſhip practiced in that 
Church unto which You invite us to return ; 
and unleſs we ſaw the Cauſe remov'd, 'tis of 
equal Force with us now as then, for Things 
continue the ſame ; but we have ſhook off 
the Yoke of humane Inventions and ceremo— 
nial Impoſitions, and upon a Review, with the 


moſt mature and deliberate Thoughts, we ſee 


no Reaſon why we ſhould put it on again, 
unleſs it be to pleaſe Vou; but that's not 
weighty enough. And therefore, ſince we are 
ſatisfied that we have done but our Duty here- 
in, we reſolve to perievere, and continue as 
we have begun, come on't what will ; for 
the Apoſtle tells us, If we build again the 
Things we have deſtroy d, we ſhould hereby make 
ourſelves Tranſgreſſors. Gal. 2. 18. Col. 2. 20. 
* Reaſon X. Becauſe we are not fond of 
falling under the Character of /uch as are gi- 
ven to change *, eſpecially in Points of Reli- 
gion; unleſs that Change were for the beſt, 
and might contribute to-our ſpiritual Advan- 
tage: But here we can have no ſuch Proſpect, 


s — 1 * * . 
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much leſs Aſſurance of Betterment hereby. We 
account him not the wiſeſt of Men, who will 

barter a better for a worſe, or exchange Sub- 
| ſtance for Ceremony : Neither can we take 
him for the trueſt Friend, who would adviſe 
us to ſuch a Bargain; for we reckon that in 
Matters of Religion, ſpiritual Gain and ſpi- 
ritual Loſs are Things that ought to fall un- 
der Conſideration, and have an Influence on 
all thinking Men, both with reſpe& to Choice 
and Practice: This certainly is moſt agree- 
able to Scripture and Right Reaſon. But, 

We can propoſe no ſpiritual Profit, or 
Advantage, by coming back again to your 
Church, either in one Reſpect or other ( but 
rather ſpiritual Loſs and Detriment ) if we 
may give any Credence to common Obſerva- 
tion, or to our own inward Experience ; for 
You know the Phraſe, Experientia ſtultorum 
nmagiſtra. 

** Now to act contrary to our own Expe- 
rience, in leaving a more ſpiritual Way of 
Worſhip, wherein we have found Benefit, 
for a more flat and formal Way, wherein 
we could find none, would be an unaccount- 
able Practice, not to be juſtified : But, we 
Hall avoid Prolixity, Verbum ſapienti ſat 

99. : 

© 'Theſe, Sir, are a few Reaſons among 
many, for our preſent Practice of Non-Con- 
formity; and by that Time You have given 
them a plenary Anſwer, perhaps we may cut 
You out more Work : But, unleſs You can 


ad- 
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advance ſomething new, of greater Weight 
and Strength, than has hitherto been advanc'd 
by any of our Opponents, it will be but beat- 
ing the Air ; and 'tis preſum'd, that Things 
muſt remain in Statu quo, the Diſſenters are 
like to continue Dzſſenters ſtill, ” 

Theſe Reaſons are a pregnant Proof of Mr. 
Wihitcfi:ld's Charge, quoted by the Bithop of 
London in his Paſtoral Letter; and evidently 
ſhew the Weakneſs of the Biſhop's Hopes, 
and the ſlender Charity he has for this Young, 
Pious Divine; when he ſays *, This is a hea- 
vy Cbarge but ] hope, it is very far 
from Truth, But how far from, or near to 


Truth, I leave every impartial Reader to 


judge, when he conſiders Mr. Mhitefield's ſo- 
lemn Appeal to Heaven, and the aweful and 
direful Summons he gave to all his :ndo/ert, 
earthly-minded, and pleaſure-taking Brethren, 
to meet him at the Bar of God, there to an- 
ſwer his Charge, and to confute, if they can, 
before the Judge of all the Earth, the Truth 
of his Doctrines. Sad Reflection this to all 
negligent Miniſters! And I will here take the 
Liberty to ſay, That I would not be in their 
Steads for Ten thouſand Worlds, ſhould they 
go out of the World without Repentance for 
their grievous Tranſgreſſions: But I leave them 
to ſtand, or fall, by that Judge, which will 
do Juſtice, and can't be brib'd, And what 
have You to reply to theſe Things? 


+ Bp of London's Paſtoral Letter, 4th Edit. p. 24. 
Min 
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Min. I have not Time to flay with You to 
make what Objections I could; but this one J 
will male: And that is againſt the 8th Rea- 
ſon, that theſe young Men give againſt Forms 
of Prayer ; and more eſpecially, becauſe it is 
agreeable to the Practice your Beloved White- 
field is come into, of Praying and Preaching 
ex tempore, almof wherever he comes ; when 
our Excellent Church has ſo order d it, that her 
Sons ſhall read ſuch. Forms of Prayer every 
Day : And he not minding theſe Injunctions, 
it is a breaking in upon our Excellent Conſti- 
Fution, and ſo flying in the Face of all our 
Learned, and Judicious Biſhops ; this, I think, 
is a very great Indignity offer'd to them. 

Meth. But Sir, why are You ſo hot againſt, 
and angry with this Pious Young Man ? It 
may be, I can produce as Judicious, Learned 


and Pious a Biſhop as any in the Church of 


England, who not only practis'd Pray/ng ex 
tempore, but -wrote very ſtrenouſly for the 
Practice of this Excellent DUTY; and that 


was the Learned Dr, Wilkins, Biſhop of Cheſ- 


fer, a Perſon highly eſteem'd for his Singu- 
lar Piety. And that I may do Juſtice to the 
Memory of that Great, and Good Man, I 
ſhall here obſerve, that this excellent Pre- 
late ( after having treated of the Grace, and 
Gift of Prayer,) fays * There are Two Ex- 
treams, which uſually hinder Men from a Pro- 


ficiency i in this Gift, 


* Bp Wilkins's Gift of Prayer, p. 9, &c. 
1, When 


CO 
1. When they ſo confine themſelves tothe Help 


of Books and particular Set-forms, as not io 


aim at, or attempt after any further Improve- 
ment of their = nao if and Hille in 
this Kind. | 

2. When Men depend altogether upon ſudden 
Suggeftions, as ij it were a quenching, or con- 
finement of the Spirit, to be furniſhed before- 
band with Matter, or Expreſſions for this Ser- 
Vice. | 

Unto thoſe that err in the firſt Kind I would 
Ver theſe Confiderations : 


irſt by way of Conceſſion : As for thoſe 


weaker Chriſtans, and new Converts, who have 
not their Hearts enlarged with an Ability to 


expreſs their own Wants and Deſires, tis both 


lawful and convenient for ſuch to help them- 


ſelves, not only in their Families, but even in 
their ſecret Performance of this Duty, by the 
Uſe of ſome good Book, or preſcribed Form, un- 
til by further Endeavour, and Experience they 
may attain unto ſome meaſure of this Gift, 
Such Perſons may, perhaps, find oftentimes 

their own Caſe and Condition mere pithily, and 
aſfectionately ſet down in a Prayer penn d by 
another, than they are able to expreſs it them- 
ſekves. And if the Uſe of ſuch a Form do prove 
4 Means to warm their Aﬀettions, and in- 
kindle their Graces ; certainly then, it cannot 
OI a quenching of the Spirit, 'Tis not 
eſſential unto the Nature of Prayer, that it be 
read, or rehearſed by Memory, or by immedi- 


ate and ſudden Suggeſtion, ( theſe Things bei 4 
\ fu c 
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ſuch circumſtantial Adjun#s, as have not any 


abſolute intrinſecal Neceſſity or Unlawfulneſs ) 
but rather that it be delivered with Under- 


ftanding and ſuitable Affections, with Humi 


lity and Confidence, with an inward Senſe of 
eur Conditions, Nor is there any great Diffe- 
rence ( as they are conſidered in themſelves ) 
betwixt repeating by Memory, and reading out 


of a Book ; the Memory being but a Kind of 


7nvifible Bcok for the Regiſtry of our Thoughts : 
Though in this Caſe it ſhould be ſpecially 
remembred, that in the Uſe of ſuch preſcript 
Forms, to which a Man hath been accuſtomed, 
le oug bt to be narre wiy watchful over his own 
Hear 1 for fear of that Lip-ſervice and For- 


| mality, which in ſuch Caſes we are more eſpe- 


cially expoſed unto. This I thougl.t good to pre- 
miſe for the Removal of FMle on the one 


Hand. 
Put now in the ſecond Place, for any One 


fo to ſet down, and ſatisfy himſelf with his 


Bcok-prayer, or ſome preſcript Form, as to go 
no farther, this were to remain in his Infan- 


cy, and not. to grow up in his new Nature: 


This would be as if a Man, who had once 
need of Crutches, ſhould always afterwards 


make uſe of them, and ſo neceſſitate himſelf to 


a continual Impotence. 'Tis the Duty of every 
Chriſtian to grow, and encreaſe in all the Parts 
of Chr iſtianity, as well Gifts as Graces ; fo 
exerciſe and improve every hol; Gift, and not to 
fuifle any of thoſe Abilities wherewith God hath 
endowed them « New how can @ Man be faid to 

| live 


11051 
live * unto theſe Rules, who does not put 


forth himſelf in ſome Attempts, and Endea- 
vours of this Kind? And then beſides, how can 
fuch a Man ſuit his Defires unto ſeveral Emer- 
gencies ? What One ſays of Counſel to be had 
from Books, may be fitly applied to this Prayer 
by Book, That tis common of itſelf, ſomething 
flat and dead, floating for the moſt part too 
much in Generalities, and not particular e- 
nough for each ſeveral Occafion, There is not 
that Life and Vigour in it, to engage the A.- 
fections, as when it proceeds immediately from 
the Soul itſelf, and 1s the natural Expreſſion 
of gg Particulars, whereof we are moſt ſen- 
fable, 

And if it be a Fault not to firive and la- 
bour after this Gft, much more is it to jeer, 
and deſpiſe it by the Name of ex tempore Pray- 
er, and praying by the Spirit; which Expreſ- 
' frons ( as they are frequently uſed by ſome Men 
by way of Reproach ) are for the moſt part a 
Sign of a profane Heart, and ſuch as are al- 
together Strangers from the Power, and Com- 

fert of this Duty. 

Whereas tis commonly objected by ſome, That 
they cannot ſo well join in an unknown Form, 
with which they are not before-hand acquainted, 

I anſwer, That's an inconfiderate Objection, 
and does oppoſe all Kind of Forms, that are not 
publickly preſeribed, As a Man may in his 
Judgment affent unto any divine Truth deli- 
vered in a Sermon, which be never heard be- 
fore, fo be may join in his Affections unto any 

| +. Loly 
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holy Deſire in a Prayer, which he never heard 
before, If he who is the Mouth of the reſt, 
ſhall through Imprudence deliver that which we 
cannot approve of, God does not look upon it as 
our Prayer, if our Defires do not ſay Amen 
zo tt, 

Tf it be again objected, That this Ability of 
praying without Book, may perhaps be fit for 
Miniſters, and ſuch as are of more eminent 
Learning and Knowledge; but it is not to be 
exßected from others. 

I anſwer, Tis true, ſuch Perſons are more 
eſpecially concerned in this Gift, and tis the 
greater Shame and Fault for them to be with- 
out it; but yet others are not exempted from 
labouring after it, n9 more than they are from 
"the Occaſions, or Need of it, or performing the 
Duty, And as for the pretended oy goers of 
it, I ſhall in this Diſcourſe make it evident, 
that if it be but ſeriouſly attempted ( as all 
religious Buſineſſes ought to be) tis eaſy to be 

attained by any one that has but common Ca- 
_ pacikv, 

Thus much for this pious Prelate, and to 
this I may add; that tho' the Clergy are eſpeci- 
ally concern'd in this Gift of ex tempore Prayer, 
yet were many of them to lay aſide Forms, and 
hold their Livings by their /ptritual Gifts and 
Graces, there are many private Chriſtians, who 
are ſo richly endow'd, as to bid much fairer for 
them ; and their Expulſion, I fear, would be as 
great as was that of the Proteſtant Diſſenting 
Miniſters at the Reſtoration; who could by no 

Means 
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Means ſo ſubje& their Conſcicnces, as to com- 
ply with thoſe Forms, which are with ſome 
the main Part of Religion ; and of whom it 
may be truly ſaid, They have a Form of God- 
lineſs, but deny the Power thereof. 

And further, from what this Excellent Pre- 
late has ſaid, it is evident to a Demonſtra- 
tion, that Mr, Whitefield was not out of, but 
in his Duty, by praying without a Form of 
Words ; and it was obvious to many judicious 
Perſons, who heard him before he was de- 
nied the Church-Pulpits, that when he came 
out into the Fields, the Spirit of Chrift, that 
drwelleth in him, gave him ſuch Enlargements 
in that Duty, as fully convinc'd them that he 
was influenced by it, both in Praying and 
Preaching ; and he thereby gained more Seals 
to his Miniſtry than ever he had before. 

And to conclude, I may venture to ſay, 
That if a great Part of the Clergy had a true 
Zeal for the Honour and Glory of God, the 
Salvation of Souls, and the Eſtabliſhment of 
ſacred Truths ; if they _—_ and thirſted 
after Divine Grace andEverlaſting Happineſs, 
_ Inſtead of hunting after Riches, Power, and 
Preferments ; then would the People behold 
the Beauty of Holineſs in the Lives and Doc- 
trines of their Preachers, and might, with the 
P/aimift, joy fully ſay, How 1 are A 
Tabernacles, O Lord of Hoſts ? &c. 
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